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throughout the Territory, and that is,

that we live in a cold northern latitude,

at a high altitude, and that we are liable

to have very cold winters. There have

been several severe winters already. In

the winter of 1849-50, many of the an-

imals belonging to the United States'

troops perished in Cache Valley. Many

have supposed that our cattle were going

to live without being fed; that they would

run on the range and fat all the winter,

as in Central America; this supposition

must have been this winter pretty fully

exploded. A system of true policy and

domestic economy would indicate, then,

that we must collect and preserve feed

for our animals, and prepare barns and

stables to shelter those necessary to be

kept for immediate use.

At last Spring's Conference, the

brethren came in their carriages by hun-

dreds and thousands; I now see num-

bers of the same persons footing it to this

Conference with sore feet, walking 50 or

100 miles. What has become of their

horses? They are so poor they cannot

get up alone, or are out on the range, as

there was nothing to feed them with. Let

us take a valuable lesson from this cir-

cumstance, and make suitable provision

for our stock.

So many coming to this Conference

on foot, called to mind some of the his-

tory of my early days. I have trav-

eled some thirty thousand miles on foot,

and a great portion of that distance with

a valise on my back, without purse or

scrip, to preach the Gospel, and I un-

derstand something about sore feet. But

I must say, when I saw brother Graves

and his wife walking fifty miles to at-

tend Conference, and carrying a child,

that I thought they were indeed anx-

ious to hear instructions. Says sister

Graves, "I came all the way here from

England to hear brother Brigham, I have

not yet had a chance, and I am now

determined to hear him." I will proph-

esy that the time will come when they,

through faith and perseverance, will

come to Conference in their carriage.

Good domestic policy requires us to

be careful in providing such comforts and

necessaries as we can produce within

ourselves. If we let our sheep perish our

clothing will be scanty, or we shall be

forced into the stores to support distant

producers. If we let our cattle die we

shall not only lack beef, but our home-

made leather will be missing. In short,

the difficulties and wrongs which may

grow out of such carelessness are numer-

ous. It should by all means be our policy

to produce every article, which we can,

within ourselves.

These sentiments are strictly within

the scope of my religion, and those com-

forts and conveniences, which we are

constantly in need from day to day, are

necessary to enable us to perform the du-

ties God requires at our hands. One of

those duties is, to take a course that will

enable us to enjoy the blessings and com-

forts of life, that we may preserve our

health and strength to labor for the up-

building and spread of the kingdom of

God.

Much is said in the world, and con-

siderable excitement raised on the sub-

ject of "women's rights." Complaint is

made that the rights of women are

taken away, that they have not the

privilege of working outdoors like men,

have not a chance of voting at elections,

of holding commissions in the army

and navy, or of being elected to hon-

orable offices in government. Whether

"women's rights conventions" will termi-

nate as did the lady's rebellion in Hun-

gary, in almost universal war, is not

now for me to say. But I will say to

our "Mormon" sisters that they have

the best prospect of having their rights,

of enjoying the privilege of a healthful


