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many of the Indians residing in these

mountains have done better, according to

their opportunities and knowledge, than

have some of us. We have had far su-

perior advantages, and of course better

conduct and a more perfect walk ought

to be expected from us. I have frequently

observed the feelings of our brethren to-

wards the Indians, and it takes but very

little to rouse in some a disposition to

kill and destroy them. Of all the policies

that is the worst, for it is much easier,

cheaper, and in every way better to feed

than to fight them. Aside from that view,

in one case you are not guilty of shed-

ding blood, but in the other you bring

their blood upon your heads, provided it

is not shed justifiably. Occasions may oc-

cur, perhaps, when it is necessary to fight

them, but they might be far more rare if

the brethren would always strictly fulfil

their duties.

The history of the settlement of most

if not all new States has been fraught,

checkered, blooded, with the perpetra-

tion of cruelties to the Indians. These

should learn us a profitable and valu-

able lesson, and all the brethren should

cultivate a disposition to conciliate un-

der all circumstances, and to avoid, so

far as possible, every cause of offense be-

tween us and these scattered remnants

of Jacob. I have always endeavored to

exercise a pacific policy, and still be-

lieve it to be the best. The past has

proven that a few Indians can conceal

themselves in the mountains, and keep

a settlement in a state of constant alarm

for years. And how has it been even

in a level country? The Florida war

cost the government of the United States

thousands of lives, some twenty mil-

lions of dollars, and lasted many years,

and after all they purchased a peace,

when they could not otherwise reach

Sam Jones and his party. Billy Bowlegs,

when passing through the gallery of

portraits in New York City, recogni-

zed the likenesses of Generals Scott and

Taylor, and said, "I licked both those gen-

erals in the Florida war."

Peace had to be bought and presents

made, which could have been much eas-

ier done at the beginning, and thus have

avoided the difficulties and consequent

expense and loss of life. I hope our

brethren will always be courteous, and

take a course to avoid the occurrence of

any difficulty in this Territory.

I will return to the subjects of home

products. We are so situated that we can-

not profitably transport our grain to a

market outside our borders, nor in case

of scarcity easily bring grain here; for

these reasons prudence would dictate us

to make timely and suitable provisions

for storing all surplus, that in case of

famine, or great scarcity, we might have

a supply of bread.

The Emperor of China has a policy

for the preservation of the people of his

empire, something like this: he receives

one-fifth of all the grain produced, and

stores it up against a day of scarcity.

That country is so well provided with

canals, that in case grain is cut off in any

portion of the empire, breadstuff can be

easily furnished to the people. And even

in case of a general famine, the immense

population could be sustained, for some

years, from the Imperial stores which

have accumulated.

We as well as others, should learn

to store our provisions when there is

plenty, that we may be prepared against

a time of need. The First Presidency,

from time to time, since we came here,

have taught that it was necessary for us

to provide against the day of famine and

great trouble, and that it was not only

necessary for us to provide for ourselves,

but also for the thousands and millions

who are flocking to these mountains, for

shelter from the calamities that are fast

falling upon the world. A goodly share


