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authority to crush and oppress us. We

breathe the free air, we have the best

looking men and handsomest women,

and if they envy us our position, well

they may, for they are a poor, narrow-

minded, pinch-backed race of men, who

chain themselves down to the law of

monogamy, and live all their days under

the dominion of one wife. They ought to

be ashamed of such conduct, and the still

fouler channel which flows from their

practices; and it is not to be wondered at

that they should envy those who so much

better understand the social relations.

I have offered these remarks, on the

subject of policy, in rather a rambling

manner, something like the parson, who

was told that he did not speak to his text,

"Very well," says he, "scattering shots hit

the most birds." May the Lord bless us

all, and prepare us to enter His kingdom.

Amen.
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Being requested to speak to the peo-

ple this morning, I cheerfully rise for

that purpose, ever esteeming it a great

privilege to address the Saints upon the

important principles connected with our

salvation.

I esteem the privilege of proclaiming

salvation above any privilege that may

be named. The subject of salvation is

one of far greater importance than any

other subject which can or does interest

the human family; although, apparently,

we might suppose that the accumula-

tion of the comforts of this life was the

one that most interests mankind, judg-

ing from the actions of men.

Why this is so I cannot tell, unless

they think that they can thus lengthen

out their lives, and by this means have

the advantage of their neighbors.

It is very seldom that we ever hear

of the people of this land perishing

for want of the comforts of this life,

and I doubt very much whether they

would if they were not so much inter-

ested as they appear to be in respect to

riches.

Not that I would discard the com-

mand given soon after the fall—for man

to till the earth and earn his bread by

the sweat of his brow; not that I discard

the idea of being industrious, of laboring

to procure food and raiment, of beautify-

ing our habitations and inheritances, but

these are only temporary considerations,

items of a secondary moment.

To secure to ourselves eternal life and

future salvation is a subject of so much

more importance than all other subjects

combined, that it certainly ought to be

foremost in our minds and conversation.

If our hearts were supremely placed

upon this subject we should converse

most about those things that pertain

to salvation, instead of being all the

time fearful that we were going to


