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perish so far as this mortal life is con-
cerned.

Instead of being afraid that we were
going to suffer a little inconvenience, we
ought to consider the life of the body in
the light that our Savior speaks of it in one
of the new revelations, “Care not for the
body, nor for the life of the body; but care
for the soul, and for the life of the soul,”
or in other words, care most for the future
salvation and everlasting life that are in
store for mankind.

Suppose we should be brought to such
extremities that we should all perish with
starvation, what of that? If we have done
our work may we not as well perish in that
way as in any other? Is there any great dif-
ference in the kind of death that we die?
Does it matter much whether we perish for
want of food, or whether we are martyred,
or whether the great change which we must
all undergo comes in a more common way?

In my opinion, it does not make much
difference which way that change comes,
but we ought to be in such a frame of
mind that we can rejoice in all circum-
stances.

If we all knew that we must perish un-
der our present scarcity of food, what of
that? Ought we not to rejoice in the privi-
lege of exchanging this present life for one
which we hope to be more happy, for one
where we shall receive greater blessings,
greater privileges, where we shall have more
solid enjoyment, and where our intellectual
faculties will be far more expanded?

Instead of exercising so great an anxiety
as to where we shall get a little flour, a little
cornmeal, a few potatoes, or a little beef
with which to nourish these bodies, our
enquiries should be, are our hearts right
before the Lord our God, are we keeping
His commandments, are we living up
to our privileges, do we esteem all the
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words of the Lord as we ought, or are we a
little careless and indifferent?

Every person ought to have those ideas
foremost in their minds, for the Lord has
told us that it is His business to provide for
His Saints. At the same time it is necessary
that we should be diligent, and endeavor
to do our best to do His will in all things,
and to find out what His will is concerning
us, that we may be able to do it.

I have from my observations last fall and
this winter, and from observations previ-
ously made, been firmly convinced that we
have all been a little unfaithful as a people.
This is my opinion according to the light
and knowledge I have upon the subject, and
it has been more fully impressed upon my
mind since last Conference than during any
other period of our sojourn here, for I have
traveled in most of the settlements to hold
Conferences; in connection with my breth-
ren of the home missions, and from the little
observation I have made, I am convinced
that we have not all fully lived up to our
privileges as Saints of the Most High God.

For instance, at a place north of this
City, and containing almost inhabitants
enough to fill this house, a Conference
was lately appointed. Several went from
here, according to the missions given us,
and when we got there, instead of finding
a place suitable for the people to assemble
in, we found a very small log building
which, perhaps, by crowding, might con-
tain a hundred persons; and it was also
quite dilapidated, having scarcely a whole
pane of glass in any of its windows.

We stopped near this log building and
waited until half an hour after the time, as
we did not see many passing to the meet-
ing, and then we went in and found about
twenty persons sitting in the cold room,
which had scarcely one window but what
was more or less destitute of glass.
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