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be induced to lead their children in the

right way, to set an example that those

who are of a proper age may reform, that

we may see the rising generation grow-

ing up armed with wisdom and knowl-

edge, with the principles of salvation,

with the principles of true science.

Have we had a high school here? Not

in this Valley. "But," says one, "we have

had a parent school, and that is what we

consider a high school." Yes, we have had

a great many things in name, but mere

name is not what is wanted. We have

had a University in name, and that is

greater than a college, for it is expected

that in a University all sciences will be

taught, but as yet we have had no such

University.

Have we colleges? I believe none,

even in name. Have we had academies?

I believe not. If we have, they have

been very inferior to those in the East-

ern States. Go to the schools in the New

England States and see the order that

is kept in them, see the improvement of

the youth who are taught in them, and

then come back to our high and common

schools, and you will see that the com-

mon schools of the East will far surpass

any that we have yet had in our Ter-

ritory, for in those schools many of the

higher branches of education are thor-

oughly taught.

I have spoken plainly on these points,

and in accordance with my feelings.

What constitutes civilization? The

acquirement and correct application of

useful knowledge.

Do the world comply with the prin-

ciples of civilization? They do in part;

they have acquired knowledge in part,

but they make a very bad use of it.

Have the Latter-day Saints made

any better use of their knowledge?

They have. After all I have said I

must praise the Latter-day Saints a

little, but I hope you will not get proud

because of it.

You have qualities which I esteem

very highly, and which but few in the

world have, viz., principles of honesty, of

integrity, and of union. You have a foun-

dation laid, and if you will rightly build

upon it, it will far outreach the present

civilization of the world, and I have no

doubt but that you will build upon it.

Build upon the great and glorious

principles that commenced in the heart

by receiving the principles of salvation.

The Latter-day Saints have laid their

foundation right, and when they take

hold and rear the superstructure, it will

be one of the greatest ever constructed

by the inhabitants of this earth.

I do not despair when I see such a

foundation, for if we are not now alto-

gether what we should be, I believe that

the Lord will whip us into it; I have no

doubt of that.

Lay hold of the principles of knowl-

edge, treasure up earthly knowledge

and heavenly knowledge, a knowledge

of things at home and of things abroad,

of the laws of nations, of the princi-

ples of the most useful arts and sciences,

of things past, present, and to come,

that when we are abroad preaching the

Gospel we may be armed with the full

treasures of knowledge, and be able to

easily circumscribe those who are of the

world. Fancy the things that we have to

do in this dispensation!

I am as convinced that the Lord will

whip us into this diligent course, as I

am that I am standing before you. Why?

Because this is the kingdom, this is the

people and the Church of the living God,

and just as surely as He is our God, will

He purify this people by famine, by war,

by sickness, by death, by various judg-

ments, and by the flame of devouring

fire.

We cannot escape the course of


