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who rose up to be Presidents, they were

usurping authority which did not belong

to them, and the fire of the Lord broke

out and swept off upwards of 20,000 of

the righteous and wicked.

Soon after, when Moses had sepa-

rated the righteous from the wicked, the

earth opened and swallowed up the lead-

ers of the rebellion. In this case the

righteous suffered with the wicked, and

it was done in order to show that the

righteous, or the people of God, could

not have wickedness in their midst with-

out suffering, and also to show how the

Lord hated rebellion, wickedness, and

that which was evil.

In another instance, when the fire of

the Lord was kindled, the only thing that

would stay the plague was for Moses and

Aaron to run in between the living and

the dead. But do you suppose that all on

one side of them were wicked, and those

on the other side righteous? No, this is

not probable; but there was wickedness

in the camp of Israel.

Are we all strictly righteous and obe-

dient? No, for there are many, even in

this community, who take the name of

God in vain. How often have I heard the

President of this Church speak against

profanity in the strongest terms; and yet

there are some who will continue to in-

dulge in this evil practice.

In ancient times when a man took

the name of the Lord in vain, he was

not only cut off from the Church, but

a severer punishment than merely cut-

ting him from the Church was inflicted;

those who were found guilty of that

crime were taken without the camp and

put to death.

I do not say that that would be wis-

dom now, but I mention this one prac-

tice on the part of some, to show that the

Lord abhors wickedness.

Aside from the profane there are oth-

ers who are guilty of other sins, and

there is room for all of us, as brother

Kimball has often said, to become a great

deal better; room and opportunity for us

to study the oracles of God and to regu-

late our lives by them, that we may be-

come righteous men and women.

We should do this not only for our

own sakes, but that our children may

grow up an honor to humanity, and not

as children who will be unfit to asso-

ciate even with the world, to say nothing

about associating with Saints and an-

gels.

I have now spoken freely upon the

subjects which I have touched upon,

though when I arose I had no idea of

speaking as I have. It was my intention

to have spoken upon the spiritual gifts,

upon tongues, visions, and revelations,

and to have shown the necessity and im-

portance of seeking earnestly after those

gifts, as we are commanded, but I have

been led in a course directly from that

subject. Why it is I know not, unless the

Lord wants us to overcome that we may

be prepared for the things that are com-

ing upon the earth, which may He grant

for His Son's sake. Amen.


