
I feel very grateful to my heavenly Father 
and to His servants, that I have the privi-
lege of rising this afternoon for the purpose 
of speaking a short time to the assembly 
that is before me. Whether I may be able 
to make those in the outskirts of this vast 
congregation hear my views, so as to distin-
guish and understand what I may say, will 
be better known after I get through.

When I seldom speak before a public 
congregation, I find that my voice in some 
small degree fails me, but as I begin to ex-
ercise my lungs, and preach some 5, 6, or 
8 times a week, I find my voice sufficiently 
strong, to make a very large congregation 
hear. It is certainly a source of great joy to 
me, to see such a vast assemblage of people 
called Latter-day Saints. There are, perhaps, 
as many assembled on this occasion, as ever 
have been assembled, at any one time, since 
the organization of this Church. Look back 
upon the history of the past, since the rise 
of the Church of Christ, and contemplate 
the various scenarios through which we 
have been called to pass; it is rejoicing to 
the mind of the humble servant of God, to 
think that the Lord has sustained us by His 
merciful hand, by His outstretched arm and 
by His kind providence, and has bestowed 
upon us so great and choice blessings.

How very different we must feel  
from many who held the Priesthood  
in ancient times; for instance, in the  
days of Noah; how very different we

must feel compared with what that Patri-
arch felt. When he looked upon the small 
assembly of believers converted through 
his instrumentality and that of his sons, 
his soul must have been sorrowful, because 
of the world. (Elder Pratt here blessed the 
sacramental bread.) How very different, as 
I was observing, those holding the Priest-
hood under the present dispensation, must 
feel compared with those who held the 
Priesthood in ancient times. If Noah had 
not been nerved up by the Spirit of the liv-
ing God, and armed with power from on 
high, he must have been discouraged under 
the difficulties that surrounded him. Called 
upon to publish repentance to the genera-
tion in which he lived, in connection with 
his sons; called upon to proclaim the down-
fall and destruction of all the nations of the 
earth, if they would not listen to his heav-
enly message; called upon to put works with 
his faith, and prepare an ark of safety for the 
salvation of those who would listen to his 
voice, he labored and toiled for a long pe-
riod; and beholding the hearts of the genera-
tion to whom he preached, perfectly sealed 
up against the truth of heaven, he no doubt 
sorrowed over their wickedness and abomi-
nations; and unless he had been sustained by 
an Almighty power, he must have been over-
come by the discouragements and difficul-
ties which he had to encounter; but the great 
God, who accomplishes His purposes by 
few or by many as seemeth Him good, sus-

THE ADVANTAGES OF THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS, ETC. 299

THE ADVANTAGES OF THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS,  COMPARED WITH 
THE DISADVANTAGES UNDER WHICH NOAH LABORED, ETC.

A DISCOURSE BY ELDER ORSON PRATT, DELIVERED IN THE BOWERY,  

GREAT SALT LAKE CITY,  APRIL 6,  1856

Recorded by G.  D.  Watt

z

JOD Vol 3-LIVE.indd   299JOD Vol 3-LIVE.indd   299 5/13/20   8:49 PM5/13/20   8:49 PM


