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tained him, strengthened him, gave unto

him power from on high, and inspired

him to perform the work assigned to him,

and to save himself with his own house-

hold.

How very different is the case with

us at the present period. Although in

one respect, we have reason to mourn

and lament, when we see hundreds of

millions of the inhabitants of the earth,

rushing down into the vortex of ruin in

their wickedness. When we behold this,

it is calculated to give sorrow to the

heart. In another respect, it is the same

as it was in the days of Noah; but a few,

comparatively speaking, among the hun-

dreds of millions who now dwell upon the

earth, have their hearts open to hear and

receive the truths of heaven.

"As it was in the days of Noah, so

shall it also be in the days of the com-

ing of the Son of man." There are but a

few who heed the warning voice of the

Latter-day Saints, but yet, that few are

calculated to uphold and sustain each

other in the midst of the wickedness with

which they are surrounded. The more

there are united with one heart and

one mind, the more can be accomplished

in the name of the Lord. There are

some things that cannot be performed,

although we had the power of working

great and mighty miracles; indeed, the

great God Himself who has power to con-

trol the heavens over our heads, and

the earth upon which we stand has not

the power to do that which would be

naturally impossible, or in opposition to

the great, necessary, and fundamental

truths of nature, which are eternally un-

alterable, and cannot be otherwise than

they are; for instance, He has not power

to be personally present among all the

nations of the earth at the same in-

stant of time; consequently, He needs

agents to assist Him in carrying out

His purposes and His works, where He

cannot be present Himself personally. So

it is in regard to those who have faith in

God; though they may be able to say to

yonder mountain, be thou cast down and

become a level plain, and it should obey

them; though they might have power to

say to the Salt Lake be thou dried up and

it should obey them; one thing they could

not have power to accomplish, and that

is, for each to be on a mission at the same

instant of time in Europe, Asia, Aus-

tralia, in the Pacific Islands, and among

the various tribes of Lamanites that are

scattered over this vast continent.

These are the things that each one

alone could not do; hence the more there

are engaged of the Saints of the living

God, having the same faith, bound to-

gether by the same great principles of

righteousness, being of one heart and

of one mind, the greater will be the

works which can be accomplished in the

earth; because such a people can spread

forth on the right hand and on the left,

and can proclaim to millions and mil-

lions of people, the glorious tidings of

salvation at the same instant of time;

while one man alone, though he have

power to work mighty miracles, could

only proclaim them to a few. In this

respect, then, we are blest and we re-

joice. Again, we rejoice, in another re-

spect; the Lord our God has clothed His

servants with power to bring the hon-

est in heart together from the various

nations and kingdoms of the earth, so

that their strength might be collected in

one, in order that their union and power

might be greater, for the accomplishment

of that which could not be accomplished

in a scattered condition. In this respect,

then, we are favored, as well as being fa-

vored with the privilege of spreading out

our missionaries to the four quarters of

the globe.

But it may be asked, "What can

be accomplished by a concentration of


