
Saints, in one Territory, that could not be 
accomplished by them while scattered here 
and there?” I will answer you. If we were 
scattered forth, only among the people of 
the United States, instead of over the na-
tions and kingdoms of the earth, we could 
not organize ourselves, so as to be governed 
by our own laws; but by a concentration of 
the Saints from the distant nations of the 
earth into one Territory their numbers give 
them power which they never could gain 
in a scattered condition. By their numbers, 
they can appeal with faith and confidence, 
and with a degree of assurance to the par-
ent government of the United States, and 
say, “Give us a free and independent State.” 
Without sufficient numbers, it would be 
useless to ask for admission. Hence, in the 
concentration of numbers, we are blest, as 
well as having power to preach to millions 
in all parts of the earth at the same time.

In what respect would it be a favor 
and a privilege for the inhabitants of this 
Territory, composed mostly of Latter-day 
Saints, to be organized into a free and 
independent State of this great republic? 
Among the many privileges resulting from 
a State government, I will mention one, 
namely, we should then have the privi-
lege, according to the great principles con-
tained in the Constitution of our country, 
of electing our own officers. The people 
would have the privilege of selecting those 
whom they desired, instead of being ruled 
over by those whom they desired not. 
Would not this be a favor? It certainly 
would.

We should have the Constitutional priv-
ileges, as a free, sovereign, and independent 
State, which are enjoyed by all other States 
of this Union: in other words, we should 
more fully be made partakers of the bless-
ings which our Lord promised to us, more 
than twenty-five years ago, which I will

repeat from the Doctrine and Covenants, 
sec. 62, paragraph 2—

“It shall come to pass that they (my ser-
vants) shall go forth into the regions round 
about, and preach repentance unto the 
people. And many shall be converted, inso-
much that ye shall obtain power to organize 
yourselves according to the laws of man; 
That your enemies may not have power 
over you; that you may be preserved in all 
things; that you may be enabled to keep 
my laws; that every bond may be broken 
wherewith the enemy seeketh to destroy my 
people.” In other words, that you may not 
be tyrannized over by unrighteous gover-
nors, judges, and officers, that you have no 
voice in electing or appointing who may, 
according to their own will, trample upon 
your rights as American citizens.

The prophecy which I have quoted has 
been fulfilled in part, indeed it has been 
fulfilled to a very great extent. True, we are 
not a free and independent State; but we 
are organized according to the laws of man; 
we have the privilege of making laws, not 
for one little village, or to govern one little 
city, or only a few miles square, but we have 
already the privilege of making laws, the in-
fluence of which extend over many villages, 
cities, valleys, settlements, and counties.

All this has come to pass in fulfillment 
of the prediction, uttered more than a 
quarter of a century ago, when the Church 
was not a year old, and very few in num-
bers. Have we not reason to rejoice in the 
high and inestimable blessing, already re-
ceived in fulfillment of the word of the 
Lord, especially when compared with the 
few privileges enjoyed by all the other na-
tions of the earth?

Where can you find a people or nation, 
that scarcely begin to have the liberty and priv-
ileges which the Latter-day Saints enjoy here 
in these mountains? They cannot be found.
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