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very powers of heaven in this last dispen-

sation, to give His Saints power, domin-

ion, and rule in the earth.

If all our ancient fathers who died in

faith, holding the power of the Priest-

hood and the blessings of the celestial

kingdom, are to be engaged, as the pow-

ers of heaven, to bring about and ac-

complish the purposes of the Lord in

the last days, in the establishment of

this kingdom, we may be sure that their

united faith, together with the faith of

the Saints here upon the earth, will

bring to pass and accomplish that which

could not be brought to pass in any for-

mer dispensation; for faith is a power-

ful principle—it comes by hearing, it in-

creases by union, and it is made stronger

by numbers.

Where there are two or three who go

to lay hands upon the sick, they, if faith-

ful, generally have more confidence be-

fore God than if they were to adminis-

ter singly; they prevail more before the

Lord; and hence, the commandment is,

that two or three lay hands upon the sick

and pray over them, that they may be

healed. We are instructed to send for two

or three Elders, because it is supposed

that two or three will accomplish more

than one can by officiating singly.

Again, we are told that where two

or three are assembled to worship the

Lord in the right and proper way, they

have claim to greater blessings than the

man that bows down to worship by him-

self; and why is this? It is because, if

united and pure in heart, their faith is

greater. What mighty faith and great-

ness of power will be in exercise when

all the ancient fathers, Enoch and all

the inhabitants of his City, Abraham,

Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph who was sold

into Egypt, Moses, and all the ancient

and modern men of God upon both the

eastern and western hemispheres, are

met together with one aim and with

one object in view, to bring about and

accomplish the great purposes of the lat-

ter days? Something will have to move

when so great an amount of faith is

united before God. No wonder, then,

that the Lord has said that He has put

forth His hand to exert the powers of

heaven to roll forth this kingdom in the

latter day! No wonder, then, that the

Lord, through His servants, has pre-

dicted that the glory of Zion should be-

come greater and greater, until the na-

tions of the earth should fear and trem-

ble because of her. No wonder, then,

that there should be power enough cen-

tered among the Latter-day Saints to ex-

cite the distant nations of the earth, and

cause many of them to come from afar to

worship in His house upon the tops of the

mountains!

The faith of the ancients was exer-

cised to bring about this event—the ush-

ering in of the latter-day work. They not

only exercised faith to accomplish and

bring about the purposes that pertained

to their own day; they not only exercised

faith to preach glad tidings of salvation

to the generation in which they lived,

but their faith reached down to the lat-

ter day, as the day of rest. Through a

long period of darkness of many gener-

ations which were to intervene between

their day and the latter time, they saw

that day of redemptionwhen they should

reignmost gloriously onmount Zion with

immortal bodies.

They felt interested, then, in the

sceneries that were to come to pass in

the latter days; they felt interested in the

glories that were to open upon the world,

when their children should be made par-

takers of all that their fathers desired

to accomplish and bring to pass in their

own day, that which they sought for and

found not, because of wickedness.

If we had to depend upon our own

faith alone, to bring about this latter-

day work, it would be rather discour-

aging. The powers of darkness are so


