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in these Valleys of the mountains, whether I
ever shall, I do not know of a certainty, but I
feel that I shall again behold the faces of the
Saints in Utah; I feel that I shall again lift up
my voice upon the mountains and in these
Valleys and bear testimony of the great and
important truths which we have received; I
feel that I shall again meet with you to re-
joice in the flesh, in this mortal tabernacle.
(President: Prophesy!) I could almost proph-
esy that [ shall, but when it comes to proph-
esying about myself, I feel a little delicate in
doing so; but if the Lord will, I wish to live
upon the earth to do much good.

I have been in the Church almost
twenty-six years, lacking about four
months, and I have endeavored to do
some little good; but really when I look
back upon the twenty-six years of my life,
or nearly that, which I have spent in this
Church, when I look back upon my feeble
labors, and my feeble endeavors, they seem
to have been very small.

And although I have traveled much, and
preached much, and written much, and
tried to do some little good, yet after all,
when I compare that which I have done,
with that which it seems to me I ought to
have done, in days gone by, I feel very weak,
and am anxious that I may not be taken
from the earth, until I have done more.

I feel willing to perform any mission,
whenever the First Presidency of this
Church require it of me. If they say go to
China, East Indies, Australia, Europe, Eng-
land, or wherever it may be upon the face of
the whole earth, I hold myself in readiness.

These have been my feelings from the
commencement; I do not know that I have
ever backed out from any mission that was
given to me; but have always rejoiced in
every mission up to this time.

I believe that two years ago this day
a mission was appointed me while I was
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yet in Washington to return here, and then
go back to Cincinnati to assist brother
Spencer and others in establishing a stake
of Zion in that country; and I came home
with that expectation, to return again the
following spring; I had no other idea,
when I came home, nor until the word
came from the Presidency, saying, brother
Pratt you need not go to Cincinnati.

That released me from that mission, but
I felt just as willing to go upon that as I do
to go on the one that is now before me; I re-
joice in all those missions, and I wish I could
do more good when I go upon a mission.

I am sometimes troubled lest I may not
be able to retain a sufficiency of the Spirit of
the Lord and the power of the Priesthood, to
accomplish the work required of me accept-
ably before God. I believe that I am troubled
about that more than anything else, and
especially when there is a mission which
places a great weight of responsibility upon
me, where it is expected that my brethren
will require a great deal at my hands. But
inasmuch as you have lifted your hands to
sustain me, in connection with my brethren
that have been appointed to various nations,
I feel to say before you, brethren and sisters,
with uplifted hands, God being my helper,
that I will endeavor with humility and un-
tiring obedience to the commandments of
God, to do some little good; I will try to car-
ry out the counsels and instructions of the
First Presidency of this Church, as they shall
give them from time to time.

And inasmuch as I feel to bear this
humble testimony, not in my own strength,
not in my own name, but in the name of
the Lord, I feel also to crave your assis-
tance and your prayers and supplications
that the Spirit of the Lord may be poured
out upon brother Benson, and upon the
other brethren who are appointed as mis-
sionaries, and upon your humble servant,
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