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that we may perform a good work—a

work that shall be acceptable to you,

to the Presidency of this Church, and

to God, and return heavily laden with

sheaves, which is my earnest prayer, in

the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
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My brethren, sisters, and friends, I

have rejoiced in the return of this an-

niversary of the rise of the Church, and

to see so many of those that we have rea-

son to believe love the truth, assembled

in general conference; in beholding and

seeing the faces of so many as were as-

sembled on yesterday, and as are here

today; to feel the spirit, behold the una-

nimity, and the good feeling that appear

to exist, and the dispatch with which we

are enabled to transact business; and

in reviewing the past, looking at the

present, and contemplating the future,

my heart has been cheered.

I have been highly edified and in-

terested, and have had reason to re-

joice in looking at the Saints gath-

ered in from the north and from the

south, from the east and from the west,

who have met to rejoice and reflect

upon the things of God. I have re-

joiced while listening to the edifying dis-

courses which have been delivered. I

have not heard anything more useful

and more to the point for a long time

than the discourse on yesterday in the

forenoon; it was practical and instruc-

tive in all its points, just the advice and

counsel that are needed at the present

time; nor have I been less edified and

instructed in the remarks made, as I con-

ceive in the spirit of prophecy, in a great

measure, that flowed from my brother

yesterday in the afternoon, a parting dis-

course as we may call it, as he expects

soon to depart to a foreign land on the

other side of the ocean.

I have also been led to reflect much

in contemplating that this is the twenty-

sixth year since the restoration of the

Church of God, visibly as an organiza-

tion upon the earth. Twenty-six years

have rolled away in the experience of this

Church, and it naturally leads the mind

to contemplate upon the past, and past

events will rise in review, the memory

will fall back upon them and whether we

look at the past, the present, or the fu-

ture, the mind cannot but view it, if it

is constituted like mine, or influenced by

the same spirit that mine is influenced

by, with pleasure and delight.

Twenty-six years ago, the coming

summer, mine eyes glanced over the

Book of Mormon, and I afterward heard

the voice of the servant of the Lord

and enjoyed the smiles and the bless-

ings of the Prophet Joseph and his

brother Hyrum, and received under

their hands and those of Oliver Cow-

dery the Priesthood, or a portion of

it, and the keys and power of the


