PROGRESS OF THE LATTER-DAY CHURCH, ETC.

myself weak and unable to progress and
overcome, I will pray that the good Spir-
it and the strength of the Lord may help
me.” When a man talks in this way, there
is hope in his case; I don’t care how such
traditions have been entwined around
him, or how many blunders he may make;
I say there is hope in those who seek dili-
gently to learn their duties, and endeavor
to live up to them; and this makes me have
hope for this people and for myself.

But when a man is careless and indif-
ferent to the blessings of providence, and
keeps putting off his repentance, and is
continually looking after the things of this
life, the Lord don’t want such a man; he
has no use for him, and damnation awaits
such a man, and he will have to wait pa-
tiently for the return of the good Spirit to
again lead him to repentance. Such a man
won’t prosper, for a man that will fix his
own business first, and then serve God,
he is not worthy of Him. He has no busi-
ness with his own business, his business
is to serve God, he has no other business;
as | said, whether preaching or whatever
place he may be in, he should have but one
object in view—the kingdom of God. In
whatever part of the earth he may be lo-
cated, whether among the Saints or in the
very midst of wickedness, and where the
power of the devil holds sway, it is his duty
to preach righteousness faithfully before
the people.

Well, brethren, I bear testimony that Jo-
seph Smith and the witnesses to the Book of
Mormon were, and, so far as they held out
faithful, are men of God, holding the keys
of the dispensation of the fulness of times,
which is calculated to lead the people out
from the iniquity and abominations of this
lower world; and that their successors, the
Apostles, your President and his Counselors,
received the keys under the hands of the Pro-
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phet Joseph. They are the Apostles of
Joseph Smith, and holding the keys of a
dispensation which will never come to an
end, for although all other institutions on
the earth come to an end, this will stand
forever.

They are faithful and they labor dili-
gently, and I bear them record that they
labor with all diligence, and God is with
them, and their counsels will lead to exalta-
tion, and to celestial glory and eternal life,
and those that are with them bear a portion
of the same keys; they are men that have
been faithful and true, many of them have
been proved to be such through a long se-
ries of years, and they would lay down their
lives for the cause; and they, I say, hold a
portion of the keys of this kingdom, which
they received under the hands of Joseph
the Prophet and others of the Apostles, and
they will bear those keys and this ministry
triumphant to the nations, and while they
live they will live for this purpose; whether
the flesh lives or not, they will never cease
in this world, nor in the spirit world, nor
in the resurrected world; whatever their cir-
cumstances may be, they never will cease
to labor until they accomplish that which
they have undertaken; they will labor for
this worthy object.

I am not speaking of the eternities, but
they will labor for this earth and every crea-
ture therein until the conquest is achieved,
and death swallowed up in victory; for the
powers and keys of endless life, without
beginning of days or end of years, have un-
dertaken the great work of the redemption
of this earth; they have not and will not
pass to others until they have redeemed
this lictle world. Christ offered himself
a sacrifice for this earth, for men, for
the animals, for fishes, and the creeping
things. Christ died for the earth and for
the elements; Christ died for all mankind
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