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The very man who walked and talked

with and knew the God of heaven, and

knew and understood all about making

this earth had associates who were as-

sociated with Enoch, and yet twenty-

five years of the travel and experience of

Enoch with his people had not advanced

them so far, in my opinion, as this people

have advanced in the same time, taking

into account the difference of traditions

and other advantages.

They had not a diversity of lan-

guages, but all spoke one language; they

were not trained in the various tradi-

tions in which we have been, for they re-

ceived only one from Adam; they were

as intimately associated as we would

be in living in this City two hundred

years, with the gates shut down upon

all egress and ingress, and under such

circumstances do you not think that our

traditions would be all alike?

Yet Enoch had to talk with and reach

his people during a period of three hun-

dred and sixty years, before he could get

them prepared to enter into their rest,

and then he obtained power to translate

himself and his people, with the region

they inhabited, their houses, gardens,

fields, cattle, and all their possessions.

He had learned enough from Adam and

his associates, to know how to handle the

elements, and those who would not lis-

ten to his teachings were so wicked that

they were fit to be destroyed, and he ob-

tained power to take his portion of the

earth and move out a little while, where

he remains to this day.

You know that I sometimes reprove

you because you deserve it, yet there is

a constant and rapid increase of willing-

ness to build up this kingdom.

Where is there a woman that would

say to her husband, or to her son, "I

do not wish you to go on the mis-

sion you have been called to perform?"

That would say, "It is true you were

called, but I do not like to have you

go, cannot you get excused and stay at

home?" I do not believe you could find

five such women in this Territory.

There may be a few who are going to

California that would say, "Yes, you may

go on your mission, but I will go with

you." All they desire is to get away. Can

you find five such women?

I care not if they should be old

ladies of seventy-five years of age and

had not the first thing to subsist upon,

and though their whole dependence was

upon their sons or husbands, they would

say, "Go John, my son; or, go husband, if

you do not we shall suffer; but if you go

and do your duty God will provide for us

in your absence." Are not these the feel-

ings of every wife and mother?

In the midst of all this some talk

about sacrifices, but upon that point I

wish to be allowed to differ from the class

who view the matter in that light.

There may be some few exceptions,

but I have made no sacrifices. "Mor-

monism" has done everything for me

that ever has been done for me on the

earth; it has mademe happy, it has made

me wealthy and comfortable; it has filled

me with good feelings, with joy and re-

joicing. Whereas, before I possessed the

spirit of the Gospel, I was troubled with

that which I hear others complain of,

that is, with, at times, feeling cast down,

gloomy, and desponding; with everything

wearing to me, at times, a dreary aspect.

But have the trees, the streams, the

rocks, or any part of creation worn a

gloomy aspect to me for one-half minute

since I came in possession of the Spirit

of this Gospel? No, though before that

time I might view the most beautiful

gardens, buildings, cities, plantations, or

anything else in nature, yet to me they

all wore at times a shade of death.


