
The Lord said to the people through Jo-
seph, “You must keep the law here, and be 
careful to repent of your sins.” Occasionally 
a man’s name would be mentioned, and he 
might be pointed out as a pattern for the rest.

Do you repent of your sins? If you do 
not, you will be overcome by the enemy. 
He said to the people, “Repent of your sins 
and keep the law, or you will have no in-
heritance in this region.”

Many who are here now, owned farms 
there, and some owned large tracts of land. 
Have you possession of them now? You 
have not. You may be rightful owners of 
those lands, but you are not the possessors. 
There are many in this congregation who 
own the right of the soil there, that is to 
say, if the government of the United States 
could or would give any right to it.

The Lord said, “Repent of your sins, or 
you cannot stay here and receive your in-
heritance; and this land will not be given 
to the Saints until they are scourged and 
driven from city to city.” This is plain, and 
every person can understand it.

As there are persons named in the rev-
elation which I have read, to whom I wish 
to refer more particularly, I will again read 
a portion of it.

“Now, as I spake concerning my servant 
Edward Partridge, this land is the land of 
his residence, and those whom he has ap-
pointed for his counselors; and also the 
land of the residence of him whom I have 
appointed to keep my storehouse; Where
fore, let them bring their families to this 
land, as they shall counsel between them-
selves and me. For behold, it is not meet 
that I should command in all things; for he 
that is compelled in all things, the same is 
a slothful and not a wise servant; wherefore 
he receiveth no reward.”

Here are two characters pointed out, 
brother Partridge and another whose

name is not mentioned here, but whose 
name was Gilbert, and who was appointed 
keeper of the storehouse.

You can understand what this plain rev-
elation meant, and it will come home to 
your comprehension. “For behold, it is not 
meet that I should command in all things; 
for he that is compelled in all things, the 
same is a slothful and not a wise servant.” 
Those men whose names are mentioned 
were considered to be as holy, I may say, as 
any men in the world.

I am a witness, so far as this is con-
cerned, that the persons whose names are 
mentioned, and many others of the first 
Elders of the Church, were looked upon 
almost as angels. They were looked upon 
by the young members as being so filled 
with the Spirit and power of God, that we 
were hardly worthy to converse with them. 
You hear the names of Bishop Partridge, 
of brother W. W. Phelps, who is now 
sitting in this stand, of Parley P. Pratt, 
of David Whitmer, of Oliver Cowdery, 
and the names of many others of the first 
Elders who had been up to Zion, and I 
declare to you that brethren in other parts 
of the land, those who had not seen the 
persons named, felt that should they come 
into their presence they would have to pull 
off their shoes, as the ground would be so 
holy upon which they trod.

Do you know what distance and age 
accomplish? They produce in people the 
most reverential awe that can be imagined.

When we reflect and rightly understand, 
we learn how easy of comprehension the 
Gospel is, how plain it is in its plan, in ev-
ery part and principle fitted perfectly to the 
capacity of mankind, insomuch that when 
it is introduced among the lovers of truth it 
appears very easy and very plain, and how 
very ready the honest are to receive it.

But send it abroad and give it anti-
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