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I know too much about such characters

for them to pass before me unobserved.

Mankind are weak and feeble, poor and

needy; how destitute they are of true

knowledge, how little they have when

they have any at all. We have need to in-

crease in knowledge and understanding,

and to apply our hearts more to wisdom.

How necessary it is for us to live our

religion so as to know ourselves better,

and to know how to live better in ac-

cordance with the religion we have em-

braced. To know how to gather up the

sons and daughters of Abraham, and

to establish the kingdom of God on the

earth, how necessary it is for you and I

to live our religion, and not be slothful

and negligent in fulfilling our duty.

The Book of Mormon, the Doctrine

and Covenants, the Old and New Testa-

ments all corroborate the fact that when

you receive the Spirit that gives you

light, intelligence, peace, joy, and com-

fort, that it is from God. But when

you, sisters, particularly in your fam-

ily affairs, are tried and tempted, when

parents and children have a spirit come

upon them that irritates them, that

causes them to have bad feelings, dis-

agreeable, unhappy, and miserable sen-

sations, causing them to say, "We wish

it was someway else; we wish our cir-

cumstances were different; we are not

happy; something or the other is always

wrong; we wish to do just right, but we

are very unhappy;" I desire to tell you

that your own conduct is the cause of

all this. "But," says one, "I have done

nothing wrong, nothing evil." No matter

whether you have or not, you have given

way to a spirit of temptation. There is

not that man or woman in this congrega-

tion, or on the face of the earth, that has

the privilege of the holy Gospel, and lives

strictly to it, whom all hell can make

unhappy. You cannot make the man,

woman, or child unhappy, who possesses

the Spirit of the living God; unhappiness

is caused by some other spirit.

The spirit of contention divides fam-

ilies as we see some divided. We can

hardly associate with some persons, for

we have to walk in their midst like walk-

ing upon eggs. What is the matter?

You do not know the spirit they are led

by. Treat them kindly, and, perhaps, by

and by they will come to understanding.

What would they do were they of one

heart and mind? They would be like lit-

tle children, would respect their superi-

ors and honor their God and their reli-

gion. This they would do, if they un-

derstood things as they are. Be careful

of them, and treat them kindly. Who

is there that walks up to the line, and

knows the will of God without being com-

manded? A great many do; but it is

not all of this people who are doing as

I have been counseling you. Still I will

venture to say that there are as many

wise ones as foolish. But many will have

to separate from their own family con-

nections, if they do not do better. Par-

ents and children will have to separate,

and husbands and wives, ere long. How

long shall they live together? Until the

Lord says, gather up the tares and pre-

pare them for the burning. I am not go-

ing to undertake to separate the tares

from the wheat, the sheep from the goat,

but we will try to make you goats pro-

duce fleeces of wool instead of hair, and

we will keep hammering at you with the

word of God, which is quick and power-

ful, until you become sheep, if possible,

that we may not have five foolish virgins

in the company. Though in all this I do

not expect to even desire to thwart the

plans and sayings of Jesus Christ in the

least.

Let us do all the good we can, ex-

tend the hand of benevolence to all,

keep the commandments of God and

live our religion, and after all there

will be five foolish virgins, and if we


