THE FAITH AND VISIONS OF THE ANCIENT SAINTS, ETC. 345

There will be no imperfection of memory,
but we shall remember, as the Prophet tells
us in the Book of Mormon, all things that
have taken place during our mortal lives;
everything that we have thought and done.

We shall remember that we have been
made free from sin through the ordinances
of the Gospel; we shall remember the new
birth that we received while in this mortal
state, the being cleansed from sin through
the blood of Jesus Christ, and made new
creatures; all those things will be plain and
clear before the mind of the immortal man.

There is a great lesson of instruction
given in the short history which I have
read before you; it shows the privileges
pertaining to our religion in some respects,
and it shows how much there is to be re-
ceived, and how much we have not re-
ceived in mortality.

We also learn from the history we have
read, the principle upon which these bless-
ings are to be received, viz., by faith in Je-
sus Christ. The brother of Jared did not
receive these blessings without faith; he ex-
ercised faith in the Lord, in the revelations
previously received, or which the Prophets
had spoken in former days; he exercised
faith in the promises given to the fathers.

All the circumstances through which
they were called to pass, had a tendency
to create a great amount of faith in those
ancient men of God. It is true that the
brother of Jared had been a Prophet for
many years; faith had been centered in his
heart, and he could lay hold of the prom-
ises of God. He was a Revelator at the
time the tower of Babel was built; he was
a man capable of receiving instructions
from heaven; and hence his brother said,
at the time the language was confounded,
“Enquire of the Lord if He will take us out
of the land, and if it please the Lord to
let us go by ourselves, let us be faithful,
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that we and our posterity and nation may
be blest.”

From these few sayings of Jared we find
that he had the utmost confidence in the
revelations of his brother, for he knew him
to be a Prophet and a Revelator. While
wandering many years in the wilderness,
the Lord continued to reveal Himself unto
them in the wilderness; He had shown forth
to them His glory, had come down and talk-
ed in a cloud and shown them many things
which were to come to pass, and instructed
them to build barges and cross large bodies
of water, before they came to the ocean.

Being taught for many years in the
things of the kingdom of God, their minds
were somewhat prepared for the journey
before them. They were instructed to build
eight barges with which to cross the great
ocean; and after being fully informed upon
those matters, and having finished the
barges, the company saw that there was no
light in them, and it would have been very
difficult to carry fuel such a long distance,
in order to have produced light.

Now reflect upon the faith of this man
of God; rather than be tossed upon the bos-
om of the great deep for many days exclud-
ed from the light of sun, moon, and stars,
and rather than be under the necessity of
taking wood to make fires, without any out-
let for smoke, and before he knew how the
Lord was going to provide light, he carved
out sixteen stones, which, though white and
clear like unto glass, gave no light.

He carried those stones into a great
mountain, and called upon Him who
at the beginning said, “Let there be light
and there was light,” to touch those stones
that they might have them for lights upon
the bosom of the deep. This would be
sufficient if there was not another word
written, to convince any person that he
was a man of great faith, and that when in
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