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If you were, within one week from

this time, to be let into all the visions

that the brother of Jared had, what a

weight of responsibility you would have

upon you; how weak you would be, and

how unprepared for the responsibility;

and after the vision had closed up in

your minds, and you left to yourselves,

you would be tempted in proportion to

the light that had been presented before

you. Then would come the trial, such as

you never have had. This is the prin-

ciple upon which the devil is allowed to

try us. We have a circumstance in re-

lation to Moses' being tempted; when

the vision withdrew, and the heavens

closed, the devil presented himself and

said, "Moses, son of man, worship me."

Moses replied, "Who are you?" "I am the

son of God," was the answer. Then said

Moses, "You call me son of man and say

that you are the son of God, but where is

your glory?" Could Moses have withstood

that terrible manifestation, if he had not

practiced for many years the principles

of righteousness? A mere vision would

not have strengthened him, and even to

show him the glory of God in part would

not have enabled him to combat with the

powers of darkness that then came to

him. It was by his knowledge of God, by

his perseverance, his diligence and obe-

dience in former years, that he was en-

abled to rebuke the devil, in the name of

Jesus Christ, and drive him from him.

So it will be with you, whether you

have the necessary preparation or not,

for the Lord will say to the powers of

darkness, you are now at liberty to tempt

my servants in proportion to the light

that I have given. Go and see if they will

be steadfast to that light; use every plan

so far as I permit you, and if they will

yield they are not worthy of me nor of my

kingdom, and I will deliver them up and

they shall be buffeted. You, Satan, shall

buffet and torment them, until they shall

learn obedience by the things that they

suffer.

Hence the propriety of preparing for

these things, that when they come you

will know how to conquer Satan, and

not want for experience to overcome,

but be like Michael, the archangel, who,

with all the knowledge and glory that he

had gained through thousands of years

of experience, durst not bring a rail-

ing accusation, because he knew better.

And when Moses withstood Satan face

to face, he knew who he was and what

he had come for. He had obtained his

knowledge by past trials, by a long series

of preparation; hence he triumphed.

So it must be with Latter-day Saints,

and if we prepare ourselves we shall con-

quer. We must come in contact with ev-

ery foe, and those who give way will be

overcome.

If we are to conquer the enemy of

truth his power must be made mani-

fest, and the power which will be given

of the Lord through faithfulness must

be in our possession. Do you wish to

prevail—to conquer the powers of dark-

ness when they present themselves? If

you do, prepare yourselves against the

day when these powers shall be made

manifest with more energy than is now

exhibited. Then you can say, the evil

powers that have been made manifest,

the agents that came and tempted me,

came with all their force, I met them

face to face and conquered by the word

of my testimony, by patience, by the keys

which have been bestowed upon me, and

which I held sacred before God, and I

have triumphed over the adversary and

over all his associates.

Brethren, pray for me, that I may

accomplish the mission that has been

given to me acceptably in the sight

of the Lord, acceptably to these my

brethren that are presiding over me, ac-

ceptably to the nations, to the Saints

here in Great Salt Lake Valley, that


