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say like this? “Were it not for ‘Mormonism’
I should know at once what to do; I know
the course I would pursue.” What would
you do, brother? “I would pick up my
duds and leave; I would sell what I have
here, if I could, and if I could not I would
leave it.” These are the feelings of some.

I will tell you what my feelings are, they
are, praise God for hard times, for I feel
that it is one of the greatest privileges to
be in a country that is not desirable, where
the wicked will pass by.

Now, do we all realize this? No, we do
not; though I have no doubt but that some
do. I will tell you what will make you real-
ize it; to suffer the loss of all things here
by the enemy’s coming along and driving
you out of your houses, from your farms
and fields, and taking your horses, cattle,
farming implements, and what little sub-
stance you have, and banishing you from
this place and sending you off five or six
hundred miles, bereft of all you possessed,
without suitable clothing and provisions
for the journey.

Then you go to work, and toil and la-
bor with all your might, for a few years,
to get another home, and then let another
set come and drive you out of that place,
taking your cattle, your farms, and all you
have, telling you that they want your pos-
sessions, and by the time they had thus
driven you four or five times, as they have
many of us, and made you leave every-
thing you have, and threatened you with
death, and watched for you by day and
by night, to get a chance to kill you, and
they suffered to go at large with impunity,
and would kill you in open daylight if they
dare, after having passed through fifteen or
sixteen years of this kind of persecution,
you would thank God for hard times, for
a country where mobs do not wish to live.

Many of the people in these valleys
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have no experience in these things, and I
would be very glad to have such persons
escape those trials, if they could receive the
same glory and exaltation that they would
if they had passed through them.

I look upon the people, and as I fre-
quently say, I have compassion upon
them, for all have not experience. It was
told you this morning that you could not
be made perfect Saints in one day, that is
impossible. You might as well undertake
to learn a child every branch of English lit-
erature during its first week’s attendance at
school, this cannot be done.

We are not capacitated to receive in one
day, nor in one year, the knowledge and ex-
perience calculated to make us perfect Saints,
but we learn from time to time, from day to
day, consequently we are to have compas-
sion one upon another, to look upon each
other as we would wish others to look upon
us, and to remember that we are frail mortal
beings, and that we can be changed for the
better only by the Gospel of salvation.

As it was observed this morning, we
ought to be ourselves and not anybody else.
We do not wish to be anybody else, neither
do we wish to be anybody but Saints. We
wish the Gospel to take effect upon each
one of us; and we can change in our feel-
ings, in our dispositions and natures, to the
extent that was observed by brother Kimball
in the comparison which he made.

A man, or a woman, desiring to know the
will of God, and having an opportunity to
know it, will apply their hearts to this wis-
dom until it becomes easy and familiar to
them, and they will love to do good instead
of evil. They will love to promote every good
principle, and will soon abhor everything
that tends to evil; they will gain light and
knowledge to discern between evil and good.

The person that applies his heart
to wisdom, and seeks diligently for
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