
But we cannot receive all at once, we 
cannot understand all at once; we have to 
receive a little here and a little there. If we 
receive a little, let us improve upon that 
little; and if we receive much, let us im-
prove upon it.

If we get a line today, improve upon it; 
if we get another tomorrow, improve upon 
it; and every line, and precept, and gift 
that we receive, we are to labor upon, so as 
to become perfect before the Lord.

This is the way that we are to change 
ourselves, and change one another, per-
taining to the principles of righteousness.

As brother Joseph observed this morn-
ing, “Joseph must be Joseph; Brigham 
must be Brigham; Heber must be Heber; 
Amasa must be Amasa; Orson must be Or-
son; and Parley must be Parley;” we must 
be ourselves.

What should we be, and what are we? I 
will take the liberty of saying a few words 
upon this. We were created upright, pure, 
and holy, in the image of our father and 
our mother, in the image of our God.

Wherein do we differ? In the talents 
that are given us, and in our callings. We 
are made of the same materials; our spirits 
were begotten by the same parents; in the 
begetting of the flesh we are of the same 
first parents, and all the kindreds of the 
earth are made of one flesh; but we are dif-
ferent in regard to our callings.

In the first place, we may vary with 
regard to our organizations pertaining to 
the flesh; brother Kimball explained this 
morning why and how we vary.

Let a man be devoted to his God and to 
his religion, and his wives with him, and he 
is very apt to have children that will grow 
up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. If the whole of the father and moth-
er in all their acts is devoted to the build- 
ing up of the kingdom of God on the

earth, if they have no desire but to do right, 
if righteousness reigns predominant, then 
the spirit that is within them controls, to a 
certain extent, the flesh in their posterity.

Yet every son and daughter have got to 
go through the ordeal that you and I have 
to pass through; they must be tried, tempt-
ed and buffeted, in order to act upon their 
agency before God and prove themselves 
worthy of an exaltation.

Though our children are begotten in 
righteousness, brought forth in holiness, 
they must be tried and tempted, for they 
are agents before our Father and God, the 
same as you and I.

They must bring this agency into action; 
the passions and appetites must be governed 
and controlled; the eye, the speech, the 
tastes, the desires, all must be controlled.

If the people would thus control them-
selves in their lives, it would make a great 
alteration in the generations yet to come.

But we cannot clear ourselves from 
the power of Satan; we must know what 
it is to be tried and tempted, for no man 
or woman can be exalted upon any other 
principle, as was beautifully exhibited in 
the life of the Savior.

According to the philosophy of our re-
ligion we understand that if he had not 
descended below all things, he could not 
have ascended above all things.

As he was appointed to ascend above all 
things, his father and his God so brought 
it about by the handiwork of His provi-
dence, that he was actually accounted, in 
his birth and in his life, below all things.

Did he descend below all things? His 
parents had not a house nor even a tent 
for him to be born in, but were obliged to 
go to a stable, doubtless because they were 
denied the privilege of a house.

The Son of Man could not be born  
in a house, and the poor mother in
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