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her distress crawled into a manger,

among the litter that had been left by the

cattle.

Others may have been born in as low

a state as this, but it is hard to find

anybody, among the civilized portions of

mankind, that gets any lower.

But in the opinion of the people they

were not considered worthy of anything

better, and by some means it happened

so, though they did not know why, nei-

ther did the people.

The history of Joseph and Mary is

given to us by their best friends, and pre-

cisely as we will give the history of the

Prophet Joseph. We know him to have

been a good man, we know that he per-

formed his mission, we know that he was

an honorable man and dealt justly, we

know his true character.

But let his enemies give his character,

and they will make him out one of the

basest men that ever lived. Let the ene-

mies of Joseph and Mary give their char-

acters to us, and you would be strongly

tempted to believe as the Jews believe.

Let the enemies of Jesus give his

character to us, and, in the absence of

the testimony of his friends, I do not

know but that the present Christian

world would all be Jews, so far as their

belief that Jesus Christ was an impostor

and one of the most degraded men that

ever lived.

Jesus descended very low in his

parentage and birth; but the question

may be asked, did he condescend to be

reduced in his understanding?

By the same reasoning I would be-

lieve that he did. I would believe that he

was one of the weakest children that was

ever born, one of the most helpless at his

birth; so helpless that it might have been

supposed that he would never grow up to

manhood.

What is his history? Read for your-

selves the account given by his friends.

It is said that Josephus has given a

pretty just account of Joseph and Mary,

of the Apostles, &c., but he has only

given just about as good an account of

Jesus and his parents as some person in

London lately has about the "Mormons"

and Joseph Smith their Prophet, though

he gives a pretty fair account.

Take a man in Paris or in London and

let him write a history of Joseph Smith

and the Latter-day Saints thirty years

after Joseph figured on the earth, for the

history of Christ by Josephus was writ-

ten several years after he was crucified,

and he would come as nigh to the truth,

perhaps, as Josephus did in the history

he has given of Jesus and his Apostles.

Josephus was a pretty fair man, but he

knew but little about them.

What account would Jesus have given

of himself, could he have transmitted his

own statements? Such as every good

man would, for he would have told the

truth; but now we have to take his his-

tory from his friends and from his foes.

What history do we get from the

Jews? I will venture to say that no man

living on the face of the earth, capable of

using language to portray the character

of any individual that lives on the earth,

could paint a worse character than they

have given to Jesus Christ.

Compare that with all that has been

said against Joseph Smith, and you will

find that the wisdom of this generation

will have to succumb to that of the Jews,

for they portrayed themeanest character

in the history they have given of Jesus;

but let that pass.

You can discern that we have to con-

trol ourselves, that by the Gospel we

can actually do so and reform. Each

man and woman, by the spirit of truth,

can conform to that principle to im-

prove until we will know and under-

stand the things of God, so as to


