
370 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

He has just as much labor on hand as

I have; he has just as much to do. Father

Smith and Carlos and brother Partridge,

yes, and every other good Saint, are just

as busy in the spirit world as you and I

are here. They can see us, but we cannot

see them unless our eyes were opened.

What are they doing there? They are

preaching, preaching all the time, and

preparing the way for us to hasten our

work in building temples here and else-

where, and to go back to Jackson County

and build the great temple of the Lord.

They are hurrying to get ready by the

time that we are ready, and we are all

hurrying to get ready by the time our El-

der Brother is ready.

The wicked spirits that leave here

and go into the spirit world, are they

wicked there? Yes.

The spirits of people that have lived

upon the earth according to the the best

light they had, who were as honest and

sincere as men and women could be, if

they lived on the earth without the priv-

ilege of the Gospel and the Priesthood

and the keys thereof are still under the

power and control of evil spirits, to a cer-

tain extent. No matter where they lived

on the face of the earth, all men and

women that have died without the keys

and power of the Priesthood, though they

might have been honest and sincere and

have done everything they could, are un-

der the influence of the devil, more or

less. Are they as much so as others?

No, no. Take those that were wicked

designedly, who knowingly lived with-

out the Gospel when it was within their

reach, they are given up to the devil,

they become tools to the devil and spir-

its of devils.

Go to the time when the Gospel

came to the earth in the days of

Joseph, take the wicked that have op-

posed this people and persecuted them

to the death, and they are sent to

hell. Where are they? They are in the

spirit world, and are just as busy as they

possibly can be to do everything they can

against the Prophet and the Apostles,

against Jesus and his kingdom. They are

just as wicked and malicious in their ac-

tions against the cause of truth, as they

were while on the earth in their fleshly

tabernacles.

Joseph, also, goes there, but has the

devil power over him? No, because he

held the keys and power of the eter-

nal Priesthood here, and got the victory

while here in the flesh.

Before I proceed further I will give

you an illustration. Send a man that is

used to magnetizing people, and see if

he can magnetize an Elder in Israel, one

that is full of the faith, or a faithful sister

in the Church of God. Could Le Roy Sun-

derland, one of their greatest characters,

magnetize one of the Latter-day Saints?

No. He might as well try to magnetize

the sun in the firmament. Why? Be-

cause the Priesthood is upon you, and he

would try to magnetize you by another

and lesser power.

The principle of animal magnetism is

true, but wicked men use it to an evil

purpose. I have never told you much

about my belief in this magnetic princi-

ple. Speaking is a true gift, but I can

speak to the glory of God, or to the in-

jury of His cause and to my condemna-

tion, as I please; and still the gift is

of God. The gift of animal magnetism

is a gift of God, but wicked men use it

to promote the cause of the devil, and

that is precisely the difference. You may

travel through the world and make in-

quiries where the Elders have traveled,

and you cannot find an instance where

the devil has gained power over a good

and faithful Elder through this power.

He cannot do it, because the faithful

Elder of this Church holds keys and

power above that which is used by those

who go round lecturing on magnetism,

and operating upon all who will become

passive to their will. They have not


