
the same power that the faithful Elders of 
Israel have, for those Elders have the eter-
nal Priesthood upon them, which is above 
and presides over every other power.

When the faithful Elders, holding this 
Priesthood, go into the spirit world they 
carry with them the same power and 
Priesthood that they had while in the mor-
tal tabernacle. They have got the victory 
over the power of the enemy here, conse-
quently when they leave this world they 
have perfect control over those evil spirits, 
and they cannot be buffeted by Satan. But 
as long as they live in the flesh no being on 
this earth, of the posterity of Adam, can be 
free from the power of the devil.

When this portion of the school is out, 
the one in which we descend below all 
things and commence upon this earth to 
learn the first lessons for an eternal exalta-
tion, if you have been a faithful scholar, 
and have overcome, if you have brought 
the flesh into subjection by the power of the 
Priesthood, if you have honored the body, 
when it crumbles to the earth and your spir-
it is freed from this home of clay, has the 
devil any power over it? Not one particle.

This is an advantage which the faithful 
will gain; but while they live on earth they 
are subject to the buffetings of Satan. Jo-
seph and those who have died in the faith 
of the Gospel are free from this; if a mob 
should come upon Joseph now, he has 
power to disperse them with the motion 
of his hand, and to drive them where he 
pleases. But is Joseph glorified? No, he is 
preaching to the spirits in prison. He will 
get his resurrection the first of anyone in 
this kingdom, for he was the first that God 
made choice of to bring forth the work of 
the last days.

His office is not taken from him,  
he has only gone to labor in another 
department of the operations of the Al-

mighty. He is still an Apostle, still a Proph-
et, and is doing the work of an Apostle and 
Prophet; he has gone one step beyond us 
and gained a victory that you and I have not 
gained, still he has not yet gone into the ce-
lestial kingdom, or if he has it has been by a 
direct command of the Almighty, and that 
too to return again so soon as the purpose 
has been accomplished.

No man can enter the celestial kingdom 
and be crowned with a celestial glory, un-
til he gets his resurrected body; but Joseph 
and the faithful who have died have gained 
a victory over the power of the devil, which 
you and I have not yet gained. So long as 
we live in these tabernacles, so long we will 
be subject to the temptations and power of 
the devil; but when we lay them down, if 
we have been faithful, we have gained the 
victory so far; but even then we are not so 
far advanced at once as to be beyond the 
neighborhood of evil spirits.

The third part of the hosts of heaven, 
that were cast out, have not been taken 
away, at least not that I have found out, 
and the other two-thirds have got to come 
and take bodies, all of them who have not, 
and have the opportunity of preparing for 
a glorious resurrection and exaltation, be-
fore we get through with this world; and 
those who are faithful in the flesh to the 
requirements of the Gospel will gain this 
victory over the spirits that are not allowed 
to take bodies, which class comprises one-
third of the hosts of Heaven.

Those who have died without the Gos-
pel are continually afflicted by those evil 
spirits, who say to them—“Do not go to 
hear that man Joseph Smith preach, or 
David Patten, or any of their associates, for 
they are deceivers.”

Spirits are just as familiar with spir-
its as bodies are with bodies, though  
spirits are composed of matter so re-
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