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people will sell their grain to them at a

low price, and thus they will be fed, while

many worthy persons will see straitened

circumstances through lack of food, and

I see this naturally. This is a numer-

ous people, and they have no surplus

of bread, not a particle, and our crop is

very light in many places; there are hun-

dreds and thousands of men that have

lost their crops entirely. I understand

that brother Grant has lost a great por-

tion of his crop, and thousands of acres

have been parched up for the want of wa-

ter, and there will be but little wheat, not

near enough to supply the wants of this

people, and bring them safely through to

another harvest.

In addition to our present number, ac-

cording to accounts that I see, there are

five thousand Saints ready for the Plains

at one place, and five thousand more at

another, besides those that are casually

falling into the ranks, and they have to

eat as well as we, until another harvest.

I speak of these things to warn and

forewarn you to take care of your grain

and save it, and it will be better for

you to do this, even though in so do-

ing you have to go barefooted. And it

will be better for the sisters to let fine

shoes, fine dresses, fine bonnets, ribbons,

veils, laces, and all other imported fin-

ery stay in the stores until they rot,

than to let their grain go for such arti-

cles. Will you take the course that you

have been exhorted to take? If you do

not, a few men may not suffer, but the

majority will. I do firmly believe that

our bread has been blest and multiplied

this season, for I know there was not

enough in the Territory to sustain the

people. However, the present scarcity

is one of the best things that ever hap-

pened to this people, for it will teach

them wisdom. This is one of the poor-

est countries for occupancy for Gentiles

that I have ever seen, though for the

same reasons it is at present the very

best for the Saints, for we can get along

in it better than any other people.

There are those here who will cen-

sure brother Brigham and me, notwith-

standing all that we have done for them.

[President B. Young: We do not care

what they say about us, if they will not

steal.] There is but little left in this

Territory, so far as bread is concerned.

Brother Brigham and I have had to put

our families on half rations, in order that

we might have wherewith to feed the

destitute, and they now say that they

feel better than they did before; and I

judge, from the testimony that they have

given, that it is best to keep them on

short rations, for they are fat and fair,

and enjoy a good portion of the Spirit of

God.

Now, as anciently, the more some are

blest, the more they complain; the more

the Lord pours out His blessings upon

some, the more covetous they are, and a

great many of such characters will go to

the devil. Brother Brigham and I would

rather see our families beg for a living,

go poor, penniless, and afflicted, and be-

come sanctified, become celestial beings,

and enter into glory, than to see them

transgress the law of God. The bodies

we do not care so much about, though we

intend to support them in time and eter-

nity.

I believe that Joseph has got the

Church organized in the spirit world,

and that he calls and sends the Elders to

preach the Gospel to the spirits in prison.

Inasmuch as we do right, we shall

have good times and prosper; and

the majority of this people are hon-

est and righteous, and they will be

saved in the kingdom of God, for they

will cleave to brother Brigham forever,

and will be one family. And if I am

not very much mistaken, I shall be

along with brother Brigham; and if


