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If we do the same, and all the other

settlements, we will be enabled to live,

and to enable those of our brethren to

live who may come to us. I found it true,

as our President said this spring, that

there was four times the destitution in

this city that there was out of it.

When I arrived as far as Nephi, and

from that onward south, I heard of but

very little scarcity, but very little want,

but they all seemed to have enough to

eat, and occasionally some to spare.

I mention these few things for your

comfort, as we are one body and rejoice

in each others welfare.

I would also mention that a good

spirit, the spirit of union and peace,

seems generally to prevail so far as I

could tell; and as to myself, I have en-

joyed myself well and felt a good portion

of the Spirit during my ministry in the

south, and feel to thankmy Heavenly Fa-

ther for all these things.

I have been led to reflect in viewing

the unanimity of the people, and the ex-

tent to which they can endure and suf-

fer for the sake of their religion. I have

been led to reflect upon the power of

the Gospel, the ordinances ministered

for this people, and the spirit received in

connection therewith.

Some people inquire after miracles,

and signs, and wonders; I will mention

one sign, and wonder, and miracle, that

I have reflected upon of late; it is very

public, and before the eyes of this people,

and hence I have pleasure in referring to

it.

It is this: here are a people congre-

gated in the capacity of civil and re-

ligious governments in the valleys of

Utah, made up of almost all nations and

languages, comparatively speaking, or

of many nations, having brought with

them a variety of manners and cus-

toms, as well as many peculiar opin-

ions and nationalities. And besides

these, religiously speaking, they have

been gathered out from almost every sect

and creed under heaven or at least from

many of them. A miracle, a sign, and a

wonder, is this!

How came this? When found among

all nations and languages, and religions,

I say how came they to be made one, not

that all are perfect in one, but so far as

they are? And if anybody doubts this be-

ing a miracle, a sign or wonder, what we

ask of them is, to produce the same, if

they can.

If anybody needs a miracle, this is one

for them. Has any person, or I might

say, have all persons power upon natu-

ral principles, by their own wisdom and

power, to take people of different nations,

and languages, and tongues, habits, cus-

toms, and religions, and unite them in

one common band, civil and religious,

and then govern them in a great mea-

sure as a unit? I ask, have they the

power? I would like to see it tried some-

where, either in Kansas or in some part

of the United States, or elsewhere.

If the union which exists in Utah can-

not be effected by others, and elsewhere,

with similar materials, then all must ac-

knowledge a miraculous power existing

and operating in these valleys.

A greatmany throughout the nations,

learned men, philosophers, rulers—

those that have studied the science of

government, would fain inquire by what

means or power this miracle is accom-

plished over so many conflicting ele-

ments.

Well, suppose we touch upon a little

key, or give a clue to it, for the benefit of

those to whom it was and is a mystery,

and also for our own satisfaction.

Then, in the first place, we say that

it is by the power and keys of the

holy Priesthood, and the ordinances and

spirit thereof.

This people, composed of diverse


