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nations, tongues, habits and religions,
have all been baptized by one Spirit into
one body. So far as they have, in all hon-
esty repented, and been baptized, they
have all received a portion of the Holy
Spirit of promise by the laying on of the
hands of the Priesthood, in the name of
Jesus, and they have one Lord, one faith,
one baptism, and one Holy Spirit, and
one God and Father of all. This is as it
was said by the ancient writer in relation
to the ancient Saints.

Is there power in the Priesthood as
there was anciently? We say the Priest-
hood has been restored by the ministra-
tion of angels to Joseph Smith and oth-
ers, and confirmed and ordained upon
the heads of others by that same author-
ity, by him and the word of the Lord
through him.

Is there power in it? If not, how
came this people to be concentrated and
united, after being gathered out of many
jarring elements, from the United States
and from Europe?

Although they are very far from being
perfect in this union, yet we say that by
the power of the ordinances and by the
power of the Spirit that accompanies the
ordinances, this great miracle has been
done in the name of Jesus Christ.

We take, for instance, a Presbyte-
rian Methodist, a Quaker, a Baptist, and
an Infidel, as they are called, or what-
ever name, community, or creed they be-
long to, and on their profession of ref-
ormation and faith in Jesus Christ, we
bury them in the water, in the name
of Jesus, for the remission of sins; they
rise again out of the water in newness
of life, that is, with a fixed purpose of
leading a new life; and after receiving
instruction at the hands of the autho-
rized Priesthood, we lay our hands upon
them, accompanied with prayer in the
name of Jesus Christ, for the gift of the
Holy Ghost; and if they do not receive
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that Spirit, you may know that they have
not obeyed this Gospel from the heart.

Was there any power in the ordi-
nances anciently, in the ordinances of
God administered by proper authority?
And is there power now? Let us look at
it for a few moments.

Moses, being about to depart from his
great responsibilities in the midst of Is-
rael, laid his hands upon Joshua by the
word of the Lord. After this Joshua was
filled with the Spirit of God and of his
calling. His works in leading Israel into
the promised land, and there defending
them and settling them according to the
word of the Lord, go to show that he not
only received a form under the hands
of Moses, but he actually received the
power and spirit of that form.

Saul, king of Israel, was anointed by
the direction of the word of the Lord
under the hands of a Prophet; literally
anointed when he was a young man, to
be king over Israel. He was a poor, in-
experienced young man, and probably
knew no more of inspiration than other
youths. But soon after his anointing, the
Philistines made war against Israel, and
would not make peace only on condition
that every man of Israel would consent
to lose his right eye. Saul, on hearing
of these humiliating proposals, felt the
power of his anointing. The Spirit of
God came mightily upon him; he raised
an army, conquered the haughty foe, and
saved his country.

But by and by this man, Saul, so far
transgressed, that the word of the Lord
came to him through Samuel, the same
that anointed him, and said, the king-
dom is rent from thee, and given to thy
neighbor, who is better than thou art.

And after that he did not have the
Spirit of the Lord to guide him, and
shortly after that he got into trou-
ble with the Philistines, whose armies



