14

wish to help to do it. Nothing short of
this fond union of the Saints who have
gone before us with the living Latter-day
Saints, will ever bring about and com-
plete that great restoration that we have
all been looking for, and believing in,
that all the Prophets have prophesied of
since the world began; nothing short of
these united powers can possibly attain
to that which is designed, hence they
in the other world will attend to their
part of it; they are doing it now. But by
and by they will have to be ministers on
the earth, and to the Latter-day Saints,
and we have to be prepared to have the
veil rent, and to be united more perfectly
in our cooperations with them, and they
with us; and we should endeavor to do
our part of the work, to prepare for that
which is to come, progressively, and be
ready to enter into the kingdom of righ-
teousness and truth, act so that we can
be worthy and ready to be wrought upon
by the Spirit of God.

We should prepare for the ministra-
tion and society of the pure in heart, for
they are preparing to meet the people
down here. And I know not but that
some among us are looking for the Lord
Jesus Christ to appear very shortly with
all his Saints and angels publicly. Well,
I am looking for it too, but it is not the
first thing that I am looking for, but I am
looking for it when all things are ready,
and when all things are prepared, so that
when coming he will not break one jot
nor tittle of the prophecies, but they will
all be fulfilled in their time and place. If
the coming of the Savior is the next thing
in order, I consider that it would become
all of us, so imperfect, so unprepared,
so far from being perfectly united in
righteousness, to become sanctified and
made ready for his appearance. There
will be people on the earth that will
be ready when he does come, and how
will it be at his coming? There are
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a great many that stand between us and
Jesus Christ, and who stand in more im-
mediate relationship to this work, and
also to us. There is our leader, and many
others that are leaders, and who hold
the keys, and who have gone before us;
and they stand between us and Jesus
Christ, they hold keys between him and
us, and then again there are others of the
former-day Saints, such as Peter, James
and John, and they hold keys which are
ahead of our leaders that are dead, our
Prophet, for instance? Yes, they hold
keys between him and Jesus. Here we
all see that we have only got a portion
of the Priesthood and the keys, the oth-
ers are in the possession of the congre-
gations of Saints in the heavens, and be-
fore we are prepared to be ministered to
by them and enjoy their society, we must
alter considerably. Some say, why, the
coming of the Lord is nearer than some
of you suppose. Well, I would not won-
der if it was further off than some of you
suppose, from the fact of the things that
have to be accomplished.

If we were to say that before the
coming of the Lord many great things
await us, and that we are to be pre-
pared for all the changes which have
to take place, and that they are nearer
at hand than we would imagine them
to be; and if we should say that that
event was much nearer than many of
us suppose, and that we have already
received many warnings, most certainly
we ought to prepare to receive greater
covenants, to become more closely ac-
quainted with the Spirit of God, to be
more perfect in union, to know how to act
more in concert, to overcome our weak-
nesses and errors of judgment, and igno-
rance and follies, learn to be happy and
to come up to the mark, and be sanc-
tified before the Lord, that peradven-
ture some portion of the keys and pow-
ers from the eternal world may be more
fully bestowed upon us, that we may be



