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Jesus Christ told the people that if they

would obey the Gospel, if they would re-

pent of their sins, if they would be bap-

tized for the remission of their sins, they

should receive the gift of the Holy Ghost,

by the laying on of hands, which he was

authorized to administer.

Many complied with the teachings of

the Prophet, and what was the result?

Much the same as we read of in the

Bible and the Book of Mormon. The

Prophet translated the Book of Mormon,

and therein found the subject of salva-

tion set forth as it is in the Bible, only

more plainly and fully. The Book of Mor-

mon and the Prophet Joseph taught re-

pentance the same as the Bible, there-

fore they agreed; and the Prophet never

limited that instruction, neither did he

limit any of the teachings of the ancients.

If Joseph had merely sold the people

the Bible and Book of Mormon, would

they have received the gift of the Holy

Ghost? It was, and I presume still is,

a favorite theme with Mr. Alexander

Campbell, of the United States, that "the

word is the Spirit and the Spirit is the

word," in short that there is no Spirit

to be received separate from the word

of God. His logic amounts virtually to

this—"Simply preach the Bible, the word

of God and salvation as printed in the

Bible; and all who purchase the Bible

thereby purchase eternal life."

Who that is rational and possessed of

a disposition to scan the subject can be-

lieve such a doctrine? Doubtless Moses

heard the thunder of the Almighty on

Mount Sinai, and saw the lightnings, but

would you say that I was reasoning cor-

rectly, if I were to say that I heard that

thunder and saw those lightnings sim-

ply through reading the history thereof

in the Bible? Again, would I be reason-

ing correctly to say, because I have read

the account of what transpired on the

day of Pentecost, when the Spirit was

poured out upon the people and Peter

spoke as he was moved upon by the

Holy Ghost, that I, therefore, have seen

the day of Pentecost? That because I

have read the history of some of the op-

erations of the Holy Ghost, therefore I

have the Holy Ghost? Or that I heard

them speak in tongues, because I have

read the history of persons speaking in

tongues? Certainly not.

I am aware that hundreds and thou-

sands of different denominations dis-

agree with Mr. Campbell, and also de-

clare that they receive the Spirit of the

Lord, what they call the new birth, a

change of the heart, put off the old man

and put on the newman, and at the same

time the operations of their minds, their

course of life and all their doings and

sayings, prove that they are equally as

far behind as Mr. Campbell, and that

they have only the history of the light it-

self.

Should you light a room with gas,

and should an artist take a sketch of

the light, and some author write a his-

tory of the affair, and at a subsequent

date some other man writes history, and

should the two accounts be placed to-

gether, describing the beauty thereof and

benefit thereof, would the history of the

light and the benefit that had been de-

rived therefrom, and the abundance of

that light that was said to have existed,

light up a hall? If it would, do not buy

any more candles, but read the history

of candles, and stick that history in your

candlesticks; read the history of oil and

wick, and stick that in your lamp, and

see how much light you will get.

You may read the Book of Mor-

mon and the Book of Doctrine and

Covenants, and the word of God in

its various written and printed forms,

and after you have read them all, have

you, by so doing, gained any right to

say that you have the light of Moses,


