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Isaiah, Daniel, and other ancient and

modern men of God? Have you any rea-

son to say that you possess the same

light, the same joy, the same spirit, as

they did, in consequence of your possess-

ing the same written word of God that

they possessed? Yes, if Mr. Campbell's

doctrine be correct. No doubt the follow-

ers of Mr. Campbell consider the doc-

trine true, and his logic and reasoning

correct.

Some, in the so-called Christian

world, contend that the spirit is the

word, and that word, they argue, will

save the people.

Now suppose that somemissionary or

Bible society should send a few mission-

aries to the Latter-day Saints, in these

valleys, upon hearing that we were short

of bread and other kinds of food, and sup-

pose that those missionaries should tell

us about the various kinds of food nec-

essary to sustain life; and then suppose

that this benevolent institution should

publish 15 or 20,000 tracts to teach us

what an advantage it is to live in New

York, London, Paris, or New Orleans,

and what they live upon in the various

regions of the habitable portions of the

earth, what good would all that do us? I

answer, not any.

After you have read in this book

(holding up the Bible) concerning the

commission which Jesus gave to certain

of his disciples, can you get up and say

that you are Peter, James, John, or any

of the ancient Apostles, or Prophets? Or

by so doing, that you had the Holy Ghost,

the same as they had?

Could you reason that when you had

read the account of the Psalmist, where

he says, "The mountains skipped like

rams, and the little hills like lambs," that

you had seen the glory of God in this way,

because the Psalmist records that he saw

it?

Could you, when you have read that

Paul knew a man who was caught

up to the third heavens, testify that

you knew the man who was caught up,

simply from having read that account?

When you read of the gifts that were

bestowed upon and circulated among the

people of God, you certainly would not

wish others to suppose that mere read-

ing about them puts you in possession of

the same blessings.

But many in the world would suppose

that when they preach and circulate the

Bible, they actually put in the posses-

sion of the people that power and life and

those gifts, that the ancient Apostles and

Prophets and Saints of God enjoyed.

Brethren and sisters, we understand

the difference between enjoying and

reading of enjoyment, between the his-

tory of a feast and the feast itself; also

between the history of the law of God and

the law itself.

When the Prophet Joseph came

among the people he did not tell them

that he would sell them the word of God,

but after he had established the truth in

their minds and they were baptized, he

then laid his hands upon them that they

might receive the gift of the Holy Ghost,

for he had promised this, and they re-

ceived the Holy Comforter and the same

light, the same Spirit, the same power of

God, and the same principles of eternal

life; that very gift which is the greatest

gift of God, and it gave them the same

joy, and the same great blessings, and

this Spirit taught them the will of God.

Herein is the difference between this

Church and the people of the world.

They rejoice in thinking that their fore-

fathers had such rich blessings, and

that they were so happy and rejoiced so

much that they saw God, His Son Jesus

Christ, and Peter, James, and John; and

that their forefathers received the Holy

Ghost.

We rejoice that we have seen and

that our Prophets have received the


