20 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES

far better to apply it to enriching your
soil.

You have been taught true doctrines,
and the Lord God has given you the Holy
Ghost which has purified your hearts, and
now purify all that pertains to you.

The time will come when you will be
tried in this respect; and the days of power
will come, when the power of God will be
more abundantly poured out upon those
who are prepared for it. And you who have
the truth and do not live up to it, who
do not live up to that light and intelli-

gence which is given you, who do not purify
your bodies, your clothing, your buildings,
your door yards, gardens, and fields, may look
for the wrath of God to burn against you.

It is your duty to be clean and neat, and
it is the duty of all the settlements through-
out the Territory.

You have the history of the light, and
you have received the virtue and power
which are in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and
it is for you to obey your leaders and the
intelligence which is in you, which may the
Lord grant, in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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We have had the privilege of hearing the
testimony of brother Whiting, who has just
returned from his mission, upon which he
started two years ago from San Pete.

Brothers Merrill and Clinton, and sev-
eral others, have lately arrived from their
missions, and I will here give an invitation
to those brethren to come to the stand,
Sabbath after Sabbath, and bear their testi-
mony and speak to the people. I wish to say
to the Elders who arrive, come, we would
be happy to see you with us; come, we will
find seats for you; and if you are not all elo-
quent preachers, come and bear your tes-
timony. Brother Whiting says that he is a
man of but few words. I am satisfied that
there is greater wisdom with many who say
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but little, than there is with those who talk
so much; as for the multitude of words,
they are but of little consequence, the ideas
are of far the greatest importance.

The kingdom of our God, that is set
up on the earth, does not require men of
many words and flaming oratorical tal-
ents, to establish truth and righteousness.
It is not the many words that accomplish
the designs of our Father in heaven, with
Him it is the acts of the people more than
their words; this I was convinced of, before
I embraced the Gospel. Had it not been
that I clearly saw and understood that the
Lord Almighty would take the weak things
of this world to confound the mighty,
the wise, and the talented, there was
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