THE HOLY GHOST NECESSARY, ETC.

nothing that could have induced me, or
persuaded me to have ever become a
public speaker. I did think, and I now
think, that I am personally as well ac-
quainted with my own weaknesses as
any other mortal is with them, for this is
my fortune, my good fortune and bless-
ing, and I am ready to acknowledge that
it is more than many have got. I am
of the opinion that I know and under-
stand myself, about as well as any per-
son can know and understand me; yet I
may think that I know my weaknesses
and incapabilities to the fullest, while
others may see weaknesses that I do not.
Still I am so constituted that when I dis-
cover my weaknesses I bear them off as
well as I can; and I say to all people, if
you discover that I falter, when I do the
best I can, what are you going to do about
it?

When I first commenced preaching, I
made up my mind to declare the things
that I understood, fearless of friends and
threats, and regardless of caresses. They
were nothing to me, for if it was my duty
to rise before a congregation of strangers
and say that the Lord lives, that He has
revealed Himself in this our day, that He
has given to us a Prophet, and brought
forth the new and everlasting covenant
for the restoration of Israel, and if that
was all T could say, I must be just as
satisfied as though I could get up and
talk for hours. If I could only say that I
was a monument of the Lord's work upon
the earth, that was sufficient; and had it
not been for this feeling, nothing could
have induced me to have become a pub-
lic speaker.

With regard to preaching, let a man
present himself before the Saints, or go
into the world before the nobles and
great men of the earth, and let him
stand up full of the Holy Ghost, full
of the power of God, and though he
may use words and sentences in an
awkward style, he will convince and
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convert more, of the truth, than can
the most polished orator destitute of the
Holy Ghost; for that Spirit will prepare
the minds of the people to receive the
truth, and the spirit of the speaker will
influence the hearers so that they will
feel it.

These reflections are my true senti-
ments, and it is knowledge with me with
regard to speakers and people who have
honest hearts, who desire the knowledge
of the Lord, who are seeking to know the
will of God, and willing to become sub-
ject to it. The Spirit of truth will do more
to bring persons to light and knowledge,
than flowery words. This is my experi-
ence, and I presume it is the experience
of many of you, and that you can call
that to mind when you first received the
Spirit of this Gospel.

When you see a person at a distance,
you can, at times, see the spirit of that
person before you have the opportunity
of speaking to him; you can discern his
spirit by the appearance of his counte-
nance. This has been my experience
from my younger days, and more espe-
cially since I have become acquainted
with sacred things. My later experience
has been very vivid with regard to the
spirits of people, and it matters not to
me whether they say much or little, so
they but let me hear their voices and see
them, let me hear and see the manifes-
tation of their spirit, that I may know
whether they are constantly with us in
their feelings. I wish to know the spirits
of those that are around and with us.

Brethren, you who have returned and
are this season returning from missions,
we shall be happy to have you take your
seats with us on this stand, and when op-
portunity offers we shall be glad to hear
your voices and testimonies.

When I rise before you, brethren

and sisters, I often speak of the faults
of the people and try to correct them;



