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I strive to put the Saints in a right course

and plead with them to live their re-

ligion, to become better and to purify

themselves before the Lord; to sanctify

themselves, to be prepared for the days

that are fast approaching. I do this of-

tener than I speak of the good qualities

of this people, and I have reasons for this

which, perhaps you would like to hear.

The froward and disobedient need

chastisement, the humble and faithful

are sealed by the Spirit of the Gospel

that we have received. I have not time

nor opportunity to caress the people, nor

flatter them to do right; nor often to

speak well of them, portraying their good

qualities.

The consolations of the Holy Spirit

of our Gospel comfort the hearts of men

and women, old and young, in every con-

dition of this mortal life. The humble,

the meek, and faithful are all the time

consoled and comforted by the Spirit of

the Gospel that we preach; consequently,

their comfort, happiness, joy, and peace

must be received from the fountainhead.

As Jesus says, "In the world ye shall

have tribulation, but in me ye have

peace," so we say to ourselves, so we say

to the Saints; in the Lord ye have joy

and comfort, and the light of truth which

shines upon your path.

The Holy Ghost reveals unto you

things past, present, and to come; it

makes your minds quick and vivid to

understand the handiwork of the Lord.

Your joy is made full in beholding

the footsteps of our Father going forth

among the inhabitants of the earth; this

is invisible to the world, but it is made

visible to the Saints, and they behold the

Lord in His providences, bringing forth

the work of the last days.

The hearts of the meek and hum-

ble are full of joy and comfort con-

tinually; do such need comfort from

me? Yes, if any mourn, perhaps a few

encouraging words from me would give

them consolation and do them good. I

am always ready to impart what I have

to this people, that which will cheer and

comfort their hearts, and if the Lord will

lead me by His Spirit into that train of

reflections and teaching, I am more will-

ing and ready to speak comforting words

to this people, than I am to chastise

them.

But I hope and trust in the Lord my

God that I shall never be left to praise

this people, to speak well of them, for the

purpose of cheering and comforting them

by the art of flattery; to lead them on by

smooth speeches day after day, week af-

ter week, month after month, and year

after year, and let them roll sin as a

sweet morsel under their tongues, and

be guilty of transgressing the law of God.

I hope I shall never be left to flatter

this people, or any people on the earth,

in their iniquity, but far rather chas-

ten them for their wickedness and praise

them for their goodness.

The Lord praises you and comforts

you, if you live as you are directed; if

you live with your life hid with Christ in

God, you do receive, from the fountain-

head, life, joy, peace, truth, and every

good and wholesome principle that the

Lord bestows upon this people, and your

hearts exult in it, and your joy is made

full.

This people are the best people upon

the face of the earth, that we have

any knowledge of. Take the congrega-

tion now before me, and what portion

of them has been in the Church twenty-

six years? What portion has been in the

Church fifteen years? But a small part.

How many of those before me

were personally acquainted with Joseph,

our Prophet? I can see now and

then one; you can pick up one here

and another there; but the most of

the people now inhabiting this Ter-


