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ritory never behold the face of our

Prophet; even quite a portion of this con-

gregation never beheld his face. All this

I consider.

But few of this congregation have

been assembled together more than a

very few years, to receive and be bene-

fited with the teachings from the foun-

tainhead, directly from the living ora-

cles.

How long have they been gathered?

Some one year, some two years, and

some five or six years; and I can only pick

out a few in this congregation, who were

acquainted with the Prophet.

I could pick out a few of this assem-

bly who have been here seven and eight

years.

You who understand the process of

preparing mortar, know that it ought to

lay a certain time before it is in the best

condition for use. Now, suppose that

our workmen should work over a por-

tion and prepare it for use, and when

it is rightly tempered, suppose someone

should throw into the mixture a large

quantity of unslacked lime, this would at

once destroy its cementing quality, and

you would have to work it all over and

over again.

This is precisely like what we have to

do with this people; when a new batch

is mixed with the lime and sand which

were prepared ten days ago, before it

is fit for use it has to be worked all

over with the ingredients and propor-

tions that were used to make the first.

Some think this rather hard, but they

have to be worked over, because they are

in the batch. Again, they are in the mill,

and like the potter's clay which brother

Kimball uses for a figure, they have got

to be ground over and worked on the ta-

ble, until they are made perfectly pliable

and in readiness to be put on the wheel,

to be turned into vessels of honor.

Now, suppose, when it is in this good

state, that somebody should throw in a

batch of unworked clay, it would spoil the

lot, and the potter would have to work it

all over; the clay that was prepared has

to be worked over with the unprepared.

This principle makes many feet sore,

and some are starting for the States, and

some for California, because they will

not be worked over so much, and we can-

not set a guard over the mill to keep the

new clay from being thrown in.

You may say that that is my business;

no, it is my business to throw in the new

clay, and work it over and over, and to

use the wire to draw from the lump any

material that would obstruct the potter

from preparing a vessel unto honor.

I do not wish you to think that I chas-

tise good men and good women; chas-

tisements do not belong to them, but we

have some unruly people here, those who

know the law of God, but will not abide

it. They have to be talked to; and we

have to keep talking to them, and talk-

ing to them, until by and by they will

forsake their evils, and turn round and

become good people, or take up their line

of march and leave us.

I have reflected much upon the true

character of mankind, pertaining to the

Gospel of salvation, and more particu-

larly in reference to the character of that

portion of mankind that is here in the

capacity in which we now are. How

hard it is for people to see and under-

stand things as they are. I allude, in my

remarks, to this people who do reflect,

and who profess to believe in a Supreme

Being, the Creator of the heavens and

the earth, who have professed, by their

acts, that God has spoken in the last

days, that unto us He has revealed His

will; that He has given unto us the or-

acles of divine truth, the Gospel of life

and salvation, with the privilege of mak-

ing sure unto ourselves eternal life; this


