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is the people I am now preaching to, and
unto whom I wish to address my few re-
marks.

How slow many of us are to believe
the things of God, O how slow. How
many men and women can I find here
who place implicit confidence in their
God? Perhaps you might wish an ex-
planation with regard to the term I here
make use of. I will acknowledge my in-
ability to explain to the fullest extent,
what I regard as implicit confidence in
our God; the reason of this is the ten
thousand opinions that people have.

If I were to urge that we ought to
have implicit confidence in the power
and willingness of our God to sustain us
by doing everything for us, that would
cut the thread of my own faith, it would
run counter to many of my ideas in re-
gard to the dealings of the Almighty with
the human family. On the other hand,
how much confidence shall I have in
God? One says, "I have no confidence in
Him, any further than what I can see,
hear, and understand. I have no confi-
dence that wheat will grow here, unless
I put it into the ground; or that I will
have food to eat, unless I take the proper
steps for raising it, or purchase it from
those that have it." Both of these points
are true in part, but the minds of the peo-
ple are more or less beclouded.

To explain how much confidence we
should have in God, were I using a term
to suit myself, I should say implicit con-
fidence. I have faith in my God, and
that faith corresponds with the works I
produce. I have no confidence in faith
without works. Shall I explain this? 1
do not think I can fully present the idea
to your understanding, but I will a por-
tion of it; and to do so, I will refer to
a circumstance that transpired in Nau-
voo. A President of the Elders' Quo-
rum, old father Baker, was called upon
to visit a very sick woman, a sister in the
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Church; they sent for him to lay hands
upon her. It was a very sickly time,
and there was scarcely a person to at-
tend upon the sick, for nearly all were
afflicted. Father Baker was one of those
tenacious, ignorant, self-willed, over-
righteous Elders, and when he went into
the house he enquired what the woman
wanted. She told him that she wished
him to lay hands upon her. Father Baker
saw a teapot on the coals, and supposed
that there was tea in it, and immedi-
ately turned upon his heels, saying, "God
don't want me to lay hands on those who
do not keep the Word of Wisdom," and
he went out. He did not know whether
the pot contained catnip, pennyroyal, or
some other mild herb, and he did not
wait for anyone to tell him. That class
of people are ignorant and overrighteous,
and they are not in the true line by any
means.

You may go to some people here, and
ask what ails them, and they answer, "I
don't know, but we feel a dreadful dis-
tress in the stomach and in the back; we
feel all out of order, and we wish you to
lay hands upon us." "Have you used any
remedies?" "No. We wish the Elders to
lay hands upon us, and we have faith
that we shall be healed." That is very in-
consistent according to my faith. If we
are sick, and ask the Lord to heal us,
and to do all for us that is necessary to
be done, according to my understanding
of the Gospel of salvation, I might as well
ask the Lord to cause my wheat and corn
to grow, without my plowing the ground
and casting in the seed. It appears con-
sistent to me to apply every remedy that
comes within the range of my knowledge,
and to ask my Father in heaven, in the
name of Jesus Christ, to sanctify that ap-
plication to the healing of my body; to an-
other this may appear inconsistent.

If a person afflicted with a cancer
should come to me and ask me to heal



