
26 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

these mountains and valleys with beef;

I have just that confidence in my God.

I have confidence enough to believe that

if we had not raised our own provisions

this year, and had proved true and faith-

ful to our God and to our religion, that

the Lord would have given us a little

bread, even though he should have to put

it in the minds of the people in the States

to go to California and Oregon, and to

load their wagons with sugar, flour, and

everything needed, more than they could

consume, and cause them to leave their

superabundance here, as some did a

great quantity of clothing, dried fruit,

tools, and various other useful articles,

in 1849, the first season that large em-

igrating companies passed through this

valley to California. I could then buy

a vest for twenty-five cents, that would

now sell here for two or three dollars;

and coats could be bought for a dollar

each, such as are now selling for fifteen

dollars.

This is my confidence in my God. I

am no more concerned about this peo-

ple's suffering unto death, than I am con-

cerned about the sun's falling out of its

orbit and ceasing to shine on this earth

again. I know that we should have that

confidence in God; this has been my ex-

perience, I have been led into this con-

fidence by the miraculous providences

of God. My implicit confidence in God

causes me to husband every iota of prop-

erty He givesme; I will take the best care

of my farm, I will prepare my ground as

well as I can, and put in the best seed I

have got, and trust in God for the result,

for it is the Lord that gives the increase.

I will illustrate by relating a cir-

cumstance which occurred this summer.

A certain brother sowed a field with

wheat, and he has been afraid, and

afraid, all the summer, about the wa-

ter, saying, "When shall we get the wa-

ter? We shall quit farming, for I am tired

of it." I said to him, it is God that gives

the increase, and it is for us to do the

best we can; and if there is no water for

the grain, He is close by, and is careful

to give the increase, when it is neces-

sary. This brother had sowed five or six

acres; and the straw was so short, that a

portion of the crop had to be pulled, and

when thrashed, he had over one hundred

and seventy bushels of wheat.

The Lord wishes to show this people

that He is close by, that He walks in our

midst daily and we know but little about

him; yet He intends to train us until we

find out. This year, I think, gives us a

positive manifestation of the hand of our

God in giving the increase. I do not know

that any person can cavil upon that ques-

tion any more, and say that it is all in ac-

cordance with natural philosophy, as the

world term it.

Natural philosophy, as you and I un-

derstand it, would not have produced

one bushel of grain, where we now have

ten. I would like the philosopher to make

it appear how the trees have grown so

luxuriantly this year, with so little wa-

ter. Have you ever before seen the weeds

flourish so finely on these dry hills? Look

at your grain; though much of it is so low

that you have to pull it, can you tell what

it is that has caused the kernels to be so

numerous and plump? Let the natural

philosopher tell the reason, if he can; he

cannot do it.

After all that has been said and done,

after He has led this people so long, do

you not perceive that there is a lack of

confidence in our God? Can you per-

ceive it in yourselves? You may ask,

"Brother Brigham, do you perceive it

in yourself?" I do, I can see that I yet

lack confidence, to some extent, in Him

whom I trust. Why? Because I have

not the power, in consequence of that

which the fall has brought upon me. I

have just told you that I have no lack of


