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Now suppose that you let the common
mode of reflection and practice reach into
eternal things, upon the same principle
you would have a selfish interest in eter-
nity; you would there be to yourself, by
yourself, and for yourself, regardless of
every other creature. But the truth is,
you are not going to have a separate
kingdom; I am not going to have a sep-
arate kingdom,; it is not our prerogative
to have it on this earth.

If you have a kingdom and a domin-
ion here, it must be concentrated in the
head; if we are ever prepared for an
eternal exaltation, we must be concen-
trated in the head of the eternal God-
head. Why? Because everything else is
opposed to that kingdom, and the heir of
that kingdom will keep up the warfare
with that opposing power until death is
destroyed, and him that hath the power
of it; not annihilated, but sent back to
native element. He will never cease to
contend with the opposite power, with
that power that contends against the
heir of this earth; consequently, if we
fancy that we have an independent in-
terest here and in the world to come, we
shall fail in getting any of it.

Your interest must be concentrated
in the head on the earth, and all of our
interest must center in the Godhead in
eternity, and there is no durable interest
in any other channel.

I desire the people to consider
whether they have any faltering in
their feelings, any misgivings, or lack
of confidence in their God. If they
have, they should seek, with all the
spirit and power they are in posses-
sion of, until they can understand the
principle of eternity and eternal exal-
tation, and then apply the actions of
their lives to these principles, that they
may be prepared to enjoy that which
their hearts now anticipate and desire.
If we will learn these things correctly
and advance, and advance, and conti-
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nue to advance, though the new clay may
be continually thrown into the mill, we
will bring it to the same pliability as the
old, much sooner than if it was ground
alone; for the old clay soon mixes with
the new and makes the whole lump pas-
sive. If we apply our hearts to these
things, we shall soon learn to have our
interests one here on the earth.

The principles of eternity and eter-
nal exaltation are of no use to us, un-
less they are brought down to our capaci-
ties so that we practice them in our lives.
We must learn the principles of govern-
ment, must learn ourselves, the eternal
government of our God, the interest that
the Father has here on the earth and
the interest that we have; then we will
place our interest with the interest of our
Father and God, and will have no self-
interest, no interest only in His kingdom
that is set up on the earth; then we will
begin and apply these principles in our
lives.

How shall we apply them? We must
learn that we have not one farthing's
worth of anything in heaven, earth, or
hell, not even our own being.

We have been brought forth on this
earth, organized for the purpose of giv-
ing us an opportunity of proving our-
selves worthy to possess something by
and by.

We make farms, build fine houses, get
possessions around us, and these we call
ours, when not a dime's worth of them
is either yours or mine. This is what we
must learn.

I have much property in my pos-
session, and we use the terms, "my
farm, my house, my cattle, my horses,
my carriage," &c., but the fact is we
do not truly own anything; we never
did and never will, until many long
ages after this. We seemingly have
property; we have gold and silver in
our possession, and houses and lands,
and goods, &c. These things we are



