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your possession, as judiciously as you
have knowledge, to build up the king-
dom of God on the earth. Let this peo-
ple equalize their means, and it would be
one of the greatest injuries that could be
done to them. During the past season,
those who lived their religion acted upon
the principles thereof by extending the
hand of charity and benevolence to the
poor, freely distributing their flour and
other provisions, yet I am fearful that
that mode was an injury instead of a real
good, although it was designed for good.
Many poor people who receive flour
of the brethren, if they have a bushel of
wheat will sell it in the stores for that
which will do them no good. My ob-
ject is to accomplish the greatest good
to this people. If I can by my wis-
dom and the wisdom of my brethren,
by the wisdom that the Lord gives unto
us, get this people into a situation in
which they can actually sustain them-
selves and help their neighbors, it will
be one of the greatest temporal blessings
that can be conferred upon them. If you
wish to place persons in a backsliding
condition, make them idle and dilatory
in temporal things, even though they
may be good Saints in other respects. If
the whole of this people can be put in a
situation to take care of themselves, in-
dividually, and collectively, it will save
a great many from apostatizing, and be
productive of much good. I have got to
wait for the Lord to dictate from day to
day, and from time to time, as to what
particular course to pursue for the ac-
complishment of so desirable a result.
Suppose that we should say that
we intend to sell flour at ten dol-
lars per hundred, would that make
the people take care of themselves and
their grain? It is not so very mate-
rial what flour costs, nor whether the
brethren sell it for three or ten cents
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a pound, as it is whether each will strive
to secure and economise his own provi-
sions. If you establish the selling price
of flour at one dollar a hundred, or even
at thirty cents, here are some who will
sell all they have before night, and then
beg their living of their neighbors. What
course shall we pursue to produce the
greatest good? We have the Gospel and
the ordinances of salvation, and if we can
get the people to do that which will pro-
duce the greatest good, then we shall fur-
ther promote the interests of the king-
dom of God on the earth.

I do not like to have the Saints, those
who profess to be Saints, get such extrav-
agant confidence in our God that they
will not do one thing to provide for the
body, but omit securing provision enough
to sustain themselves, and say, "O, I
shall have as long as there is any means,
or wheat, or flour; I know that brother
Brigham will not see me suffer. Mr.
Storekeeper, take the little I have and
give me some ribbons for it, or a nice
dress, for I want the best I can get, and
I know that brother Brigham will not let
me suffer." Will this course produce good
to the people, or are they ignorant that
they do not know what course to pursue?

The grand difficulty with this com-
munity is simply this, their interest is
not one. When you will have your in-
terests concentrated in one, then you
will work jointly, and we shall not have
to scold and find fault, as much as we
are now required to. Somebody ought
to be reproved here today, for some of
our farmers are bringing in wheat and
selling it to the stores for a dollar and
a half a bushel. Would they sell it
that low to the poor? No, they would
not, if the poor had money to pay for
it. If this is the best way, the most
conducive of the greatest good to this



