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with the doings and labors of those El-

ders.

With regard to brother John Tay-

lor, I will say that he has one of the

strongest intellects of any man that can

be found; he is a powerful man, he is

a mighty man, and we may say that

he is a powerful editor, but I will use

a term to suit myself, and say that he

is one of the strongest editors that ever

wrote. Concerning his financial abili-

ties, I have nothing to say; those who are

acquainted with the matter, know how

"The Mormon" has been sustained. We

sent brother Taylor, and other brethren

with him, to start that paper without

purse or scrip, and if they had not ac-

complished that object, we should have

known that they did not trust in their

God, and did not do their duty.

Let me call your reflections to the

days of Joseph; here are some of the

Twelve, here are the Seventies and High

Priests, and members of the High Coun-

cil, and several who have been long in

the Church, did any of you ever receive

any support from the Church, while on

your missions in the days of Joseph?

Were you all to answer, you would say

that you do not know the time.

I came into this Church in the spring

of 1832. Previous to my being baptized, I

took a mission to Canada at my own ex-

pense; and from the time that I was bap-

tized until the day of our sorrow and af-

fliction, at the martyrdom of Joseph and

Hyrum, no summer passed over my head

but what I was traveling and preach-

ing, and the only thing I ever received

from the Church, during over twelve

years, and the only means that were

ever given me by the Prophet, that I

now recollect, was in 1842, when brother

Joseph sent me the half of a small pig

that the brethren had brought to him,

I did not ask him for it; it weighed

93 pounds. And that fall, previous

to my receiving that half of a pig, brother

H. C. Kimball and myself were engaged

all the time in pricing property that

came in on tithing, and we were also

engaged in gathering tithing, and I had

an old saddle valued at two dollars pre-

sented to me, and brother Heber was

credited two dollars in the Church books

for one day's services, by brother Willard

Richards who was then keeping those

books. Brother Heber said, "Blot that

out, for I don't want it." I think it was

crossed out, and so was the saddle, for I

did not want it, even had it been given to

me. These were the only articles I ever

received in the days of Joseph, so far as I

recollect.

I have traveled and preached, and at

the same time sustained my family by

my labor and economy. If I borrowed

one hundred dollars, or fifty, or if I had

five dollars, it almost universally went

into the hands of brother Joseph, to pay

lawyers' fees and to liberate him from

the power of his enemies, so far as it

would go. Hundreds and hundreds of

dollars that I have managed to get, to

borrow and trade for, I have handed over

to Joseph when I came home. That is the

way I got help, and it was good for me;

it learned me a great deal, though I had

learned, before I heard of "Mormonism,"

to take care of number one.

For me to travel and preach with-

out purse or scrip, was never hard; I

never saw the day, I never was in the

place, nor went into a house, when I

was alone, or when I would take the

lead and do the talking, but what I

could get all I wanted. Though I have

been with those who would take the lead

and be mouth, and been turned out of

doors a great many times, and could not

get a night's lodging. But when I was

mouth I never was turned out of doors;

I could make the acquaintance of the

family, and sit and sing to them and


