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dom. Our Father possesses all the

riches of eternity, and all those riches are

vouchsafed unto us, and yet we lust after

them.

I have taught you these things weeks

and months ago, and yet there is not

a man or woman in this congregation

that understands them in their ful-

ness. These are simple principles that

should be learned; and although they

have been taught you from time to

time, yet you have not learned them.

And for me to repeat to you what I

have taught you, and what my brethren

have taught you, would take me weeks.

And notwithstanding all that has

been taught, still the people are full of

idolatry, the spirit of contention and the

spirit of the world are in them, and they

are full of the things of the world.

Well, I just say, my brethren and sis-

ters, it cannot be suffered any longer, a

separation must take place; you must

part with your sins, or the righteous

must be separated from the ungodly. I

will now give way, and call upon others

of the brethren to speak to you. Amen.
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I have a great many things on my

mind constantly, by night and by day, in

regard to this people, ourselves I mean,

here in these valleys of the mountains.

I was lately looking in the Book of

Mormon, and I thought that a portion

of the Book of Helaman, from nearly the

420th page (second European edition) to

the end of the 4th chapter, would ap-

ply very well to this people, and if they

would appreciate it rightly, it would be

what I should call a very great sermon.

[It was read to the congregation in the

afternoon, by brother Leo Hawkins.]

It treats upon the conduct of the

people when they were blest. They

were led into a land away from their

enemies, and the Lord blest them

exceedingly; yet the only way that

He could keep them within due and

proper bounds, so that they would live

their religion, so that they would be

humble before their Maker and their

God, was to let afflictions come upon

them.

The Lord, through the Prophet, re-

lates that He had withheld their enemies

from them by softening their hearts from

day to day, so that they would not go up

to war against the people of God; and

that He had multiplied blessings upon

them, insomuch that they became ex-

ceedingly rich in fine clothing, jewelry,

raiment, and everything that heart could

wish.

God poured out His blessings upon

them, and as quick as they began to

prosper, and to increase in property,

they were raised up in the pride of

their hearts, forgot their God, their


