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prayers, and the covenants they had

made with and before their God. And

when we read the Bible and the Book of

Mormon, we are led to contrast the pro-

ceedings of the former-day Saints on this

continent with the travels and course of

this people; and to reflect that many of

us have been rooted up and driven some

five or six times, and that last of all we

are driven here into the Valleys of the

Mountains, a thousandmiles from every-

body, where God has let us come to wor-

ship Him, to carry out His designs, to es-

tablish His ordinances, and to qualify a

people that they may obtain a celestial

glory.

Are not this people running into

pride? Are they not filled with dis-

cord, contention, broils, and animosity?

Have they not forgotten their God and

their covenants? Do they hold their

covenants sacred, those they made when

they received their endowments, when

they covenanted not to speak evil of one

another, nor of the Lord's anointed, nor

of those that lead them? Did they not

make all these covenants? Have they not

broken them, or many of them?

Do you suppose that God would have

spoken to you through brother Brigham

as He did last Sunday, if all was right,

if you were all living your religion? No,

it would have been another tune that

would have been sung or played, and it

would have given you credit. But that

sermon was good to me; and God knows

that I never heard a better one since I

was born, considering the occasion and

the circumstances in which this people

stand before their God.

This will not apply to all, but it will

apply pretty generally, more or less. We

have got to take a different course, and it

must needs be that this people repent of

their sins and do their first works over,

or God will remove their candlestick out

of its place.

When our President, our Leader,

our Prophet, speaks unto us from week

to week, and from Sabbath to Sabbath,

do his teachings reach our hearts? Do

the people hear? Do the people under-

stand? If they do, they are not all careful

to practice.

I have told you, a great many times,

that the word of our Leader and Prophet

is the word of God to this people, and

you play with those words, and you ne-

glect them. You neglect the voice and

word of God, and it will fall upon you in

a way that you never expected, and you

do not expect it now. But there is yet a

chance for us to redeem ourselves; and

there is a great deal more necessity for

us to redeem ourselves, than there is for

us to redeem the dead, for the dead they

are dead, and you cannot help it; but we

are living and can help ourselves, and I

suppose God helps those who help them-

selves.

Let us rise up as a people and turn

unto the Lord our God with full pur-

pose of heart, and, peradventure, our

sins may be remitted and forgiven, and

blotted out. This is what the Lord has

placed men to lead you for. You can-

not see God, you cannot behold Him and

hold converse with Him, as oneman does

with another; but He has given us a man

that we can talk to and thereby knowHis

will, just as well as if God Himself were

present.

Am I afraid to risk my salvation in

the hands of the man that is appointed

to lead me, and to lead this people?

No, no more than I am to trust my-

self in the hands of the Almighty. He

will lead me right, if I do as He says in

every particular, in every circumstance,

in poverty, in riches, in sickness, and

in death. That is the course for me

take; and if that is the course for me to

take, it is the course for brother Grant

to take, and for the Twelve Apostles,

for the Seventies, for the High Priests,

for the Elders, and for every person in


