THE PEOPLE OF GOD DISCIPLINED BY TRIALS, ETC.

You can scarcely find a place in this
city that is not full of filth and abomina-
tions; and if you would search them out,
they would easily be weighed in the bal-
ances, and you would then find that they
do not serve their God, and purify their
bodies.

But the course they are taking leads
them to corrupt themselves, the soil, the
waters, and the mountains, and they de-
file everything around them.

Brethren and sisters, we want you
to repent and forsake your sins. And
you who have committed sins that
cannot be forgiven through baptism,
let your blood be shed, and let the
smoke ascend, that the incense thereof
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may come up before God as an atone-
ment for your sins, and that the sinners
in Zion may be afraid.

These are my feelings, and may God
fulfil them. And my wishes are that He
will grant the desires of my brethren,
that Zion may be purified, and the
wicked purged out of her, until God shall
say I will bless the rest; until He shall
say I will bless your flocks, your herds,
your little ones, your houses, your lands,
and all that you possess; and you shall be
my people, and I will come and take up
my abode with you, and I will bless all
those that do right; which may He grant,
in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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Before I sit down, I shall offer a
proposition to the congregation; though
I will first say a few words concerning
our religion, our circumstances, and the
circumstances of the brethren and peo-
ple generally that inhabit these valleys,
but more especially of these that have
the privilege of assembling at this Taber-
nacle from Sabbath to Sabbath.

If they will rightly consider their
situation, they will believe for them-
selves that they are in a place,
in a country, where they can be
Saints as well as in any other place
there is on the face of this earth.

True, we hear some complaints from
those who lose the spirit of their religion,
who turn away from us. They think that
this people will suffer here. I will give
you my feelings upon the subject.

There is not a hardship, there is not
a disappointment, there is not a trial,
there is not a hard time, that comes upon
this people in this place, but that I am
more thankful for than I am for full gra-
naries.

We have been hunting during the
past twenty-six years, for a place
where we could raise Saints, not
merely wheat, and corn. Compara-



