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offer their lives to atone for their sins.

It is true that the blood of the Son of

God was shed for sins through the fall

and those committed by men, yet men

can commit sins which it can never re-

mit. As it was in ancient days, so it is

in our day; and though the principles

are taught publicly from this stand, still

the people do not understand them; yet

the law is precisely the same. There are

sins that can be atoned for by an offer-

ing upon an altar, as in ancient days; and

there are sins that the blood of a lamb, of

a calf, or of turtle doves, cannot remit,

but they must be atoned for by the blood

of the man. That is the reason why men

talk to you as they do from this stand;

they understand the doctrine and throw

out a few words about it. You have been

taught that doctrine, but you do not un-

derstand it.

It is our desire to be prepared for a

celestial seat with our Father in heaven.

It was observed by brother Grant that

we have not seen God, that we cannot

converse with Him; and it is true that

men in their sins do not know much

about God. When you hear a man pour

out eternal things, how well you feel, to

what a nearness you seem to be brought

with God. What a delight it was to hear

brother Joseph talk upon the great prin-

ciples of eternity; he would bring them

down to the capacity of a child, and he

would unite heaven with earth, this is

the beauty of our religion.

When it was mentioned this morn-

ing about seeing God, about what kind

of a being He was, and how we could

see and measurably understand Him, I

thought I would tell you. If we could see

our heavenly Father, we should see a be-

ing similar to our earthly parent, with

this difference, our Father in heaven is

exalted and glorified. He has received

His thrones, His principalities and pow-

ers, and He sits as a governor, as a

monarch, and overrules kingdoms,

thrones, and dominions that have been

bequeathed to Him, and such as we an-

ticipate receiving. While He was in the

flesh, as we are, He was as we are. But

it is now written of Him that our God is

as a consuming fire, that He dwells in

everlasting burnings, and this is why sin

cannot be where He is.

There are principles that will endure

through all eternity, and no fire can oblit-

erate them from existence. They are

those principles that are pure, and fire

is made typical use of to show the glory

and purity of the gods, and of all perfect

beings. God is the Father of our spir-

its; He begat them, and has sent them

here to receive tabernacles, and to prove

whether we will honor them. If we do,

then our tabernacles will be exalted; but

if we do not, we shall be destroyed; one

of the two—dissolution or life. The sec-

ond death will decompose all tabernacles

over whom it gains the ascendancy; and

this is the effect of the second death, the

tabernacles go back to their native ele-

ment.

We are of the earth, earthy; and our

Father is heavenly and pure. But we will

be glorified and purified, if we obey our

brethren and the teachings which are

given.

When you see celestial beings, you

will see men and women, but you will

see those beings clothed upon with robes

of celestial purity. We cannot bear the

presence of our Father now; and we are

placed at a distance to prove whether we

will honor these tabernacles, whether we

will be obedient and prepare ourselves

to live in the glory of the light, privi-

leges, and blessings of celestial beings.

We could not have the glory and the light

without first knowing the contrast. Do

you comprehend that we could have no

exaltation, without first learning by con-

trast?

When you are prepared to see our


