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lected their duty, turned away from the

holy commandments, and ceased to live

their religion in every point; such con-

duct does manifest the greatest weak-

ness, ignorance, foolery, and wickedness

that can be produced by intelligences. If

you comprehend my ideas you will agree

with me, for no sensible man or woman

can see the subject in any different light.

If we are here by chance, if we happened

to slip into this world from nothing, we

shall soon slip out of this world to noth-

ing, hence nothing will remain; conse-

quently we have nothing to gain or lose.

But the man of better judgment, of more

sound reasoning, must know that every-

thing that was, that is, or that will be,

everything that can be in all the eterni-

ties in the vast expanse that we behold,

must have had a Creator. No principles

exhibited to the human family will sug-

gest that a book, a bench, a house, a tree,

or any growing or manufactured article,

can be produced without a producer. All

we know, all we see, hear, and under-

stand, proves to us that there is no fabric

without a constructor.

These reflections lead me to contrast

the world with a people like this before

me, a people endowed with intelligence

and a knowledge of heavenly principles.

That is our profession before the world,

and is our confession to God and angels,

to all that have lived on the earth and

that are now on it; and you will hear

the world exclaim, "You poor Mormons,

you Latter-day Saints that have left your

homes, your houses, your friends, your

families, your possessions, the place of

your birth, and everything that is near

and dear to you, you say that the vi-

sions of your minds have been opened,

that you have had the visions of eternity

opened to your understanding, so that

you do know that there is a God, that Je-

sus Christ is the Savior of the world; so

that you do know of the principles of life

and salvation proffered to you; and for

these you have forsaken all and gone to

the mountains."

Of these things the whole world are

witnesses against us and for us, wher-

ever the sound of this Gospel has been;

and you can hardly find a nook on the

earth where the sound of it has not

reached, for it has gone to the uttermost

parts of the earth, and hosts are wit-

nesses of this. Yet all acknowledge that

you have something superior, that you

have light and intelligence that others do

not enjoy; that God has opened up the

heavens to your minds, and taken away

the veil from your understandings. And

you say that there is a God, that you un-

derstand His character, that He has re-

vealed Himself to you, and that you have

left all and come to the mountains, and

what is the cry here? Why the people

need reforming, there is necessity for ref-

ormation.

"I am thankful," says one, "that I

found the spirit of reformation when I

came home." What would an angel of

the Lord say, if he came here, or a devil

either? "O, shame on these Latter-day

Saints, it is a disgrace to intelligence,

to your officers as Elders in Israel, to

your characters, to your names and be-

ings on the earth, that you have had the

visions of eternity opened to you, and

many have forsaken everything that is

near and dear to them by way of prepara-

tion for the Celestial kingdom, and now

cry out the necessity of a reformation. It

is most astonishing." I will leave it to ev-

ery man, woman, and child, if it does not

look strange. What! Reformation? Yes,

for in one sense we intend, that is as

knowledge comes to us, to reform daily.

But shall the sound go forth that we

do not see and understand things as we

did when in England, in France, in Ger-

many, in Denmark, in the East Indies, or

anywhere else on this earth? This sound

goes forth, it is echoed by the angels


