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into the ears of our God and Father in

eternity, and it is carried on the wings of

the wind over the earth, that the Latter-

day Saints are digging and toiling, going

by sea and by land, traversing distances

of thousands of miles and circumscribing

the earth to be with their brethren, and

when they get here they need reforming.

Why? Because they have backslidden.

You may ask me whether there is a

need of reformation. Yes; and if I were to

dictate you how to reform I should have

to tell the old story over again, as I al-

ready have hundreds of times. First, re-

form as to your moral character, dealing,

walk, precepts and examples. Reform

first morally, before you get down before

the Lord and plead with Him for the vi-

sions of eternity to be opened to your un-

derstandings, before you ask for the veil

to be taken from your eyes. First reform

in your moral character and conduct one

towards another, so that every man and

woman will deal honestly, and walk up-

rightly with one another, and extend the

arm of charity and benevolence to each

other, as necessity requires. Be moral

and strictly honest in every point, before

you ask God to reform your spirit.

If the people in their present situa-

tion and mode of dealing in this city, to

say nothing of those out of the city, all

go to work now and have meetings and

call upon God to get the spirit of ref-

ormation, but sing and pray about do-

ing right without doing it, instead of

singing themselves away to "everlast-

ing bliss," they will sing and pray them-

selves into hell, shouting hallelujah. You

cannot be saved by any other principle

than that of the holy Gospel; and if you

live in the neglect of the performance of

the duties that you know are required

at your hands, if you do not walk up-

rightly before God and your brethren,

if you do not deal justly with one an-

other, if you do not walk in honesty

and soberness with one another, your

faith is vain and your reformation is

vain. You must repent of your evil deeds

and first of all morally reform your-

selves, before you can ask God for His

Spirit to reform and enlighten your spir-

its. This is my doctrine and philoso-

phy; were it not, I would say, let those

who steal, steal on; and you that are in

the habit of swearing, swear away; and

you that have been in the habit of tak-

ing advantage of each other, cheat away;

and those who lie, lie away; and you

that trespass upon your brother, tres-

pass away; and so continue, Christian

like, only be sure, just as you are going

to die, to look out and not have death

catch you asleep, that when it comes you

may be awake enough just to repent of

all your sins and turn to God, and then

you will be as fit subjects for heaven as

powder would be for a burning dwelling.

Our limekiln, when it is burning to its

zenith, would be as fit a place for a pow-

der house, as is the celestial kingdom for

such characters.

Do you think that I am telling you the

truth? I do not care one groat whether

you think that I am telling you the truth,

or not; for when the day comes that we

shall be weighed in the balance, you will

know. I am charged by the whole world

with almost every degree of immoral con-

duct, with the most erroneous practices

that were ever indulged in by any per-

son on the earth, and for what? Because

I have such an influence over these men

who are sitting here; because you all

hearken to your leader. I would to God

that this was altogether the truth, for I

tell you, in the name of the Lord, that

there would not be a professed Latter-

day Saint in this Territory, but what

would live his religion. They think we

are all one, but when the Saints gather

here they are far from being one; they

have not yet learned to be one in Christ,

they do not understand the principle of


