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You have heard what brother

Brigham has said to you today, and his

words are as true as any that were ever

spoken by Moses, by the Prophet Joseph

Smith, or by any other man that ever

lived or is now living upon the face of the

earth.

Were this people living their religion

as faithfully as they ought to, when a

person rose up to teach you the princi-

ples of life and salvation, his mind would

be free, his tongue would be loosed,

and you would be able to draw from

him those instructions best adapted to

your feelings and circumstances. But

at times it is almost impossible for a

man to speak to this people. It seemed

to brother Grant and me, in the Social

Hall the other night, as though every

person in that congregation had their

hearts shut against our words; and in

our congregations here I occasionally no-

tice more or less of the same feeling.

This may be measurably due to a mur-

muring spirit, which I am rather in-

clined to believe some of you have, and

I will tell you wherein. Some find fault

with and blame brother Brigham and his

Council, because of the sufferings they

have heard that our brethren are en-

during on the Plains. A few of them

have died, and you hear some exclaim,

"What an awful thing it is! Why is it

that the First Presidency are so unwise

in their calculations? But it falls on

their shoulders." Well, the late arrival of

those on the Plains cannot be helped

now, but let me tell you, most emphat-

ically, that if all who were entrusted

with the care and management of this

year's immigration had done as they

were counseled and dictated by the First

Presidency of this Church, the suffer-

ings and hardships now endured by the

companies on their way here would have

been avoided. Why? Because they would

have left the Missouri River in season,

and not have been hindered until into

September.

There is a spirit of murmuring among

the people, and the fault is laid upon

brother Brigham. For this reason the

heavens are closed against you, for he

holds the keys of life and salvation upon

the earth; and you may strive as much as

you please, but not one of you will ever

go through the strait gate into the king-

dom of God, except those that go through

by that man and his brethren, for they

will be the persons whose inspection you

must pass. I tell you this plain truth, and

you may do what you think best with it.

Three handcart companies have ar-

rived in safety and in good season,

and with much less sickness and death

than commonly occur in wagon com-

panies. Does it make a man sick

to labor and be diligent? Let me

sit down and be inactive in mind and

body, let me cease building and mak-

ing improvements, or doing something


