COUNSEL CONCERNING IMMIGRATION, ETC.

and place a penalty, to be suffered by any
Elder or Elders who will start the immi-
gration across the Plains after a given
time; and the penalty shall be that they
shall be severed from the Church, for I
will not have such late starts. You know
my life; there is not a person in this
Church and kingdom but what must ac-
knowledge that gold and silver, houses
and lands, &c., do multiply in my hands.
There is not an individual but what must
acknowledge that I am as good a fi-
nancier as they ever knew, in all things
that I put my hands to. This is well
known by the people, and they consider
me a frugal, saving man, therefore there
is no ground or room for their suspect-
ing that my mismanagement caused the
present sufferings on the Plains. I pre-
sume that brother Kimball never would
have thought of such an idea, had he not
heard it.

Say that we start a company from
the Missouri River as late as the first
of June, and allow them three months
in which to perform the journey, then
they have time to travel moderately and
one month of good weather for leeway,
in which to finish the journey, provided
they do not complete it in three months;
then they may be ninety days or more
in coming a thousand miles, which a
child of four years old could walk it in
that time. They may stop and feed their
teams, and after they arrive they will
have the autumn in which to look round
and prepare for winter. This is my pol-
icy, and then during the first half of the
journey the cattle can get what is called
prairie grass while it is at its best, for it
is easily killed by frost, and cattle must
have the privilege of feeding upon it be-
fore it is too dry, or frostbitten. The
month of June is the best month for
that grass, and this all know who are
acquainted with the western prairies.
Then they come to the mountain grass
in the latter part of their journey, which
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though probably dry by the time they get
to it, is filled with nutrition, nearly as
much so as grain, and will fatten cattle.

They can come along moderately,
take their time, and arrive here in Au-
gust. They should be here in that month,
what for? To help us harvest our late
wheat, corn, potatoes; to help get up
wood, put up fences and prepare for win-
ter. This plan also puts into the posses-
sion of newcomers time and ability to se-
cure to themselves their winter's provi-
sion. Do you not see that such is the
result? I have known this all the time.
I have always said, send the companies
across the Plains early. Companies have
suffered loss upon loss of lives and prop-
erty, but never by the dictation of the
First Presidency. Do you not readily
understand that if the immigration had
been here a few months ago, or by the
first of September, that they would have
had opportunity to rest, and then to se-
cure wheat, to lay up a few potatoes, to
get up wood and lay in the staple neces-
saries for winter?

But our Elders abroad say, by their
conduct all the time, that we here in
the mountains do not understand what
is wanted in the east, as well as they
do. They do not proclaim it in so many
words, but their conduct does, and "by
their fruits ye shall know them." Their
actions assert that they know more than
we do, but I say that they do not. If they
had sent our immigration in the season
that they should have done, you and I
could have kept our teams at home; we
could have fenced our five and ten acre
lots; we could have put in our fall wheat;
could have got up wood for ourselves and
for the poor that cannot help themselves;
and thus we might have been providing
for ourselves, and making ourselves com-
fortable; whereas, now your hands and
mine are tied.



