
And if  they had not had any such  
spirit about them, God would have  
whispered to them to have held a  
counc i l ,  and would  have  s topped

them from rushing their brethren and sis-
ters into such suffering. But we must now 
rescue those people, and may God help us 
to do it. Amen.
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I always regret that circumstances 
should occur to call from our President 
remarks like some of those he was moved 
upon to make this forenoon; but such 
circumstances do occur, hence similar re-
marks must be made.

As an individual I have been and am 
very anxious in relation to the immigra-
tion now upon the Plains. Their situation 
is very distressing, and several have died in 
brother Willie’s company. Some had died 
before the brethren could reach them, and 
a few more died during the first five days 
after they met them. The company had en-
countered cold and storms, and one very 
stormy day which caused nearly one-third 
of the deaths that had happened.

They had no serious or contagious dis-
eases, but the storms came and the air was 
very cold, as a matter of course some who 
were fatigued with the toil and anxiety of 
the journey sank under the inclemency of 
the weather; they were furnished by those 
that returned to them, with shoes, clothing, 
and food. They were not entirely destitute 
of provisions when the return teams met 
them; their rations at the outfitting were

more than those of the companies in ad-
vance of them. When met they had nearly 
four hundred pounds of sea bread, but 
their last rations of flour had been dealt out 
on the evening previous.

Brother Willie’s company was met with 
on the upper crossing of Sweet Water, but 
the whereabouts of the ox-trains and the 
handcart company in rear of brother Willie 
are yet unknown to us.

We have now some two hundred teams 
out to meet them, and some were only pre-
pared with seven days forage for animals. 
It will be necessary for more teams to go to 
their relief, with grain and hay to sustain 
the animals already sent out, or they will 
die.

The weather had been cold enough to 
freeze over the Sweet Water; I mention this 
that you may know how the thermometer 
stood in that region; and some animals had 
been frozen to death. It is winter where 
they are, and they are actually in the cold 
and snow which was near one foot deep, 
and as they went east it appeared to grow 
deeper.

The observations made this morn-
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