COMPANIES ON THE PLAINS, ETC.

ing, as a matter of course, would only be
treasured up by those who had in them
the spirit of life. We have persons that
have so much death in them that they
do not know the counsels that are given
to the immigrating Saints, that do not
know the tenor of advice contained in
the general epistles of the Presidency of
the Church. But I do not suppose that
the thinking part of the community an-
ticipated any censures being placed upon
the First Presidency of this Church, in
consequence of the sufferings of the peo-
ple now upon the Plains. Still there is
a certain class of people whose brains
never reach above the calves of their
legs, and they never will know anything
about the general policy of the Church,
about what is written, what is desired,
counseled, or asked for.

In relation to handcart companies, I
have said, and I say it again, that they
should start by the first of May, and
then they can travel leisurely according
to their strength and feelings; they can
then have May, June, July, and August
for the accomplishment of their journey.
They could not travel so leisurely this
year, from the fact that there were no
grain depots on the route, consequently
they had to hurry through, lest their ra-
tions should fail. Were grain deposited at
convenient points on the route, the trip
is, in every sense of the word, a feasible
one for handcarts, for without that ad-
vantage, the present year has proved the
feasibility of the undertaking.

The grand difficulty with a portion
of our immigration this year has been
in starting in the forepart of Septem-
ber instead of the first of May, but
even then it is worse with ox teams
than with handcarts, for if the -cat-
tle fail the people have no facilities
for transporting their tents, bedding,
clothing, and provisions. Unless 1
have different feelings to what I now
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have, I should never wish to see a train
leave the Missouri River after the mid-
dle of June, or after the first day of July
at the latest, until we can establish grain
depots on the route, for I do not consider
any train safe in starting late.

Brother Brigham has invariably ad-
vised early starts, and he gave his rea-
sons for so doing this morning, and I do
not wish to reiterate them.

I wish to see those who are directly
engaged in carrying out the operations
of gathering the Saints, to correctly un-
derstand the advice given and the sys-
tem adopted for the gathering, and when
they understand that and carry it out, as
planned and given by brother Brigham,
our immigration will be free from the
sad results of mismanagement. But for
persons, who are ignorant of the spe-
cial causes and agents in any unpleasant
transaction, to at once blame the head
is the height of nonsense, though peo-
ple in all ages have been prone to cen-
sure their leader, in times of special dis-
tress. When crickets and grasshoppers
devour, when famine wastes, and when
snows, storms, and accidents occur, it is
natural, in that portion of the commu-
nity that lack the gift of the Holy Ghost,
to murmur against the leader of the peo-
ple.

With Saints, what is the practical re-
sult of that murmuring? It shuts down
the gate between you and heaven, be-
tween you and the Almighty, and you
cannot get the Spirit of God. The mur-
murings and rebellions of ancient Israel
prevented Moses from leading them to
the land of Canaan. So soon as they had
to endure hardship they began to mur-
mur against Moses, and the result was
the Lord would not give them His Spirit;
the same has been the result in this dis-
pensation.

In the days of Joseph, if a woman
happened to put on her stocking
wrong side out she would blame the



