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that grows among the Saints of God is

destroyed.

Words are said to be light and windy,

but I tell you that talking these things

foreshadows what will be literally and

really. I would be glad, when I speak to

the people, that the Lord would let His

Holy Spirit accompanymy words, for I do

not want my words to go alone. We have

to speak to this people often, and when

we talk to them like a man reading off a

sermon that is written, it takes but lit-

tle effect. When words go to the people

alone, they are not profited by them.

Instead of all the people being de-

sirous and anxious, as they should, to

serve their God and practice what they

know to be right, many are all the time

longing for some fantastical doctrine, for

something to gratify their vain imagina-

tions. If you wish to feast on the word of

God and feel its realities, you must prac-

tice the revelations of Jesus Christ. You

must advance and do the will of God, and

then you will be blest.

I am aware, as the President said

this morning, that it is of no use talk-

ing about the Holy Ghost, the power of

God, the gift of God, or the light of the

Almighty resting on this people, until

they become morally reformed. Some

people laugh at and deride sectarian re-

ligion. I never was a sectarian; I have

been in this Church from my boyhood;

but in the region where I was raised,

sectarian morality exceeds, in some re-

spects, the morality of many who call

themselves Latter-day Saints.

Some here keep their children too

dirty for admission into a district

school where I was raised; and in

some houses the towels look as though

they had passed Noah's ark, or had

been used by some of the inhabi-

tants of Sodom and Gomorrah, and

the knives and forks have the appear-

ance of having been rusting ever since

Adam was driven from the garden of

Eden.

I want to see the people wake up

and reform, forsake all their evil habits

and everything that is dark, loathsome

and impure. I want to see them eschew

all dirt, and filth, and degradation, and

cease profaning the Sabbath, and the

name of the Lord God of Israel; I want to

see them become at least as moral and

temperate as any people in the Gentile

world, as we call it. I tell you that the

Gentiles would be shocked at the filth

and dirt of some of the sons and daugh-

ters of Israel, and feel offended to asso-

ciate with them; I mean that portion of

the Gentiles that are pure in their moral

habits.

I want to see the people repent, as the

President said this morning, and make

a reformation in their lives, in their do-

ings, and in keeping their houses, farms,

and everything they have, clean and tidy.

We talk about our boys being smarter

than their fathers. How many of our

boys are learning trades, are learning to

be farmers, or to understand any use-

ful occupation? How many boys have

we that are trustworthy; and as good as

their fathers were at the same age? I

know that our boys are bright and active,

full of energy, life, and power, but many

of the parents do not teach their children

as they ought. They expect the school-

master to teach them, but what can the

schoolmaster teach them, when the par-

ents teach them nothing at home, and

take no interest in what they are learn-

ing at school?

We talk about daughters rivaling

their mothers. How many daugh-

ters have we that know how to spin,

make butter, keep hairs and flies' wings

and legs on one plate, and the butter

on the other, make good cheese, knit

their own stockings, and make good

hasty pudding or mush? How many

of them can make their own bonnets


