THE GOSPEL LIKE A NET CAST INTO THE SEA, ETC.

and revelation they can get from the
devil, and make use of them to add sin to
sin. This fact is also another proof that
all hell is against this people, for there
is not a person in the world, that gives
way to wickedness, but what has antipa-
thy against this people.

Now hearken, O ye Texans; do you
say there are people here who are
wicked? So we say. Could I wish things
to be otherwise? No, I would not have
them different if I could. We can produce
the best men and the worst, the best
women and the worst, and thus prove,
according to the sayings of Jesus Christ
and his Apostles, that this is the king-
dom of God, or at least answers to the
Savior's description of that kingdom.

Were I in Texas I would say, let me
tell you that I have not embraced any
man on this earth, in my faith, but I
have embraced the doctrine of salvation,
and it is no matter what the people do in
Utah. Here is the doctrine of salvation,
talk against that, prove that to be false,
or find a flaw in it, if you can. As for the
people, they cannot save you. Never em-
brace a man in your faith, for that is sec-
tarianism.

There are many of the men and
women now before me who have looked
for a pure people, and have supposed
that that was a proof of the truth of our
doctrines, but they will never find such
a people until Satan is bound, and Jesus
comes to reign with his Saints. The doc-
trine we preach is the doctrine of salva-
tion, and it is that which the Elders of
this Church take to the world, and not
the people of Utah.

Some of the Elders seem to be tripped
up in a moment, if the wicked can
find any fault with the members of
this Church; but bless your souls, I
would not yet have this people fault-
less, for the day of separation has not
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yet arrived. I have many a time, in
this stand, dared the world to produce
as mean devils as we can; we can beat
them at anything. We have the great-
est and smoothest liars in the world, the
cunningest and most adroit thieves, and
any other shade of character that you
can mention.

We can pick out Elders in Israel right
here who can beat the world at gam-
bling, who can handle the cards, cut and
shuffle them with the smartest rogue on
the face of God's footstool. I can pro-
duce Elders here who can shave their
smartest shavers, and take their money
from them. We can beat the world at any
game.

We can beat them, because we have
men here that live in the light of the
Lord, that have the Holy Priesthood, and
hold the keys of the kingdom of God.
But you may go through all the sectarian
world, and you cannot find a man capa-
ble of opening the door of the kingdom of
God to admit others in. We can do that.
We can pray the best, preach the best,
and sing the best. We are the best look-
ing and finest set of people on the face of
the earth, and they may begin any game
they please, and we are on hand, and can
beat them at anything they have a mind
to begin. They may make sharp their
two-edged swords, and I will turn out the
Elders of Israel with greased feathers,
and whip them to death. We are not to be
beat. We expect to be a stumbling block
to the whole world, and a rock of offense
to them.

I never preached to the world but
what the cry was, "That damned old Joe
Smith has done thus and so." I would tell
the people that they did not know him,
and I did, and that I knew him to be
a good man; and that when they spoke
against him, they spoke against as good
a man as ever lived.

I recollect a conversation I had with



